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PREFACE

While it is true that prophetic timelines have been the stomping ground of fringe groups and end-
time cults, may I suggest that they have defaulted to them due to neglect of the subject?  Conservative
scholars sometimes forget that history and prophecy are two sides of the same coin, and I believe this is
why we should take the matter of prophetic chronology more seriously.  By way of assurance to the
reader, the difference between this book and some bizarre writings on the subject is that the dates I set
out in it are neither based on obscure arguments, nor do they contradict those of reputable historians.
More importantly, I do not attempt to project sabbatical and jubilee cycles beyond the Cross in order to
justify some end-time idea.

Please take time to study the charts and diagrams as you read.  There is more research in these
pages than what first meets the eye, because I have tried to say more in fewer words.  The diagrams I have
provided contain key dates and computations which are critical to the rest of the book, and the quick-find
system in the margin is designed to highlight references that substantiate various points being made.  This
should be of particular help in the early chapters where concepts are raised but not elaborated on until
later.

If questions arise about conversion of biblical lunar dates so that they accord with our modern
calendar, additional information is provided in the appendix.  Again, I would assure the reader that lunar
cycles are very reliable. They can be confirmed by astronomical observatories and by computer software
built from astronomical charts.  Precise solar and lunar dates can be worked out from the ancient luni-
solar system.

Some people may balk at a few of the technicalities, or when asked to use a calculator to check the
numbers, but others will find the material intensely interesting.  In either case, I hope I can replicate for
you the shock and awe I felt when I first discovered the ‘Atonement Clock’.  Please bear with me.  The
implication of this research is significant, and those who care to investigate it will not be disappointed.

Christian Gedge
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PREFACE
to Scholars Edition

My purpose in publishing a second book by the same name is to provide a level of detail that will
satisfy a more critical audience.  The first publication (now called ‘Readers Edition’) has been well
received, but questions have arisen out of it.  If I were to have expanded a single book to deal with the
finer points, it might have appeared unnecessarily pedantic to some readers, and I did not want to create
that perception.

Fine-point objections are, however, a necessary process in assessing works like these, so I will
attempt to answer some of them here. A case in point is my Exodus date of 1444 BC, which conservative
Bible scholars usually place in 1446 BC.  The small difference arises in part from an obscure record
during the reign of King Omri of Israel, and this refinement is explained.

The 'Scholars Edition', adds magnification diagrams where synchronisms involving part years
and co-regencies are hard to see on the supplied timelines.  Key chapters and charts are expanded in
'Scholars'.  Also, chapter eight is additional, as are several new appendix articles.

Initial printings of the ‘Atonement Clock’ included calculations based on the 364-day solar
calendar described in the Book of Enoch.  I spent several years trying to fit the Enochian year to our solar
cycle but, after scrupulous searching, I have had to discard some of those early conclusions.  I wish to
apologise to early readers for this revision.  However, it is not to say that the inter-testament writers were
wrong in trying to find the Torah’s ancient calendar.  On the contrary; it shows how some realised there
must have been one to find!  I have done my best to add light to this matter in chapter three of this edition.

Christian Gedge
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Genesis 28:11-12

Genesis 3:23-24

Genesis 28:17

See diagram
page 8

Chapter 1

STARTING POINT
The First 490-year Era

He came to a certain place and stayed there that night, because the sun had set.
Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that
place to sleep. And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth,
and the top of it reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascending and
descending on it!
Some treat this incident as legend and Jacob’s ‘ladder’ as a mystical symbol.  Preachers

exhort us to step up to higher ‘rungs of virtue’ - lovely messages, but entirely missing the
point.  Others speak of angels, whether they ascend before they first descend or vice versa,
but Jacob's ‘ladder’ is none of these.  It must be understood in contrast to our banishment from
the garden where angels stood with flaming swords separating man from God and from the tree
of life.

Reconciliation! Atonement! That’s what Jacob saw when he had a vision of heaven
open and a stairway between heaven and earth with angels of God ascending and descending.
Man is reconciled to God – at one again after being cast out of Eden – and a path to His throne
is provided.  On seeing it Jacob was afraid and said, “This is none other than the house of
God, and this is the gate of heaven.”

Little did Jacob realise that his dream was one of those rare visions given from time to
time to reveal the divine plan.  A page opens in scripture then closes again with a brief glimpse
of the inner workings of something so precise that it could be described as a ‘calendar’ or
‘clock’.  Indeed, Jacob’s life was a ‘clock’.  To him, his life journey was a string of mistakes,
but his destiny was, it seems, pre-programmed into a timetable.

A grid exists of ‘weeks’, periods of seven years and multiples of seven that extend
beneath the pages of scripture surfacing briefly within stories and seemingly innocuous chro-
nologies.  Take, for example, Jacob’s age of 147 years at death.  That is 7 21. His Bethel
dream came to him at age 77 (7 11) and its confirmation from God came 21 years later
(7 3).  Jacob worked seven years for Leah and seven years for Rachel and on the fourteenth
year Joseph was born.  He entered Egypt as an old man with seventy offspring.

All this might be dismissed as a little quirk of Genesis if it were not for another fact.
The pattern of sevens picks up again in the next book of the Bible some four to five hundred years
later.  When we extend the seven-year grid beyond Jacob we find it intersects with the data in
Exodus.  Yes, the day the Israelites marched out of the land of Egypt was 483 years (7 69)
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See ‘280 Deter-
mined’

Exodus 12:40-41
Acts 7:6-7

after Jacob’s dream.  A time-link exists between Jacob and Moses just as it did during the time
of the patriarchs, and this linkage between Jacob’s ‘sevens’ and Moses’ ‘sevens’ shows that
Sabbath years had in fact been running beneath the surface all along, even before Moses
enshrined it in law.

The sharp-eyed Bible student will notice how 7 69 years is mentioned elsewhere in
the prophets.  What was it?  Let us explore these matters by tracing the Bible’s internal chro-
nology back to Bethel.

We are told that Jacob entered Egypt 430 years before the Exodus.  It was two years into
a severe region-wide famine during which many foreigners came to purchase food that the
Egyptians had in storage.  The Egyptian surplus was accumulated during seven years of abun-
dance following the appointment of Joseph as Prime Minister.  Then came the drought, a total
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See 'Reign of
Kings'

Genesis 41:46

Genesis 29:14-30
Genesis 30:25-26

Gen. 29:1,14-18

of nine years after his appointment.  So, assuming a date for the Exodus of 1444 BC, that
means the promotion of Joseph was in the year 1883 BC.  Further to this, we are told that
Joseph was then thirty years of age, which places his birth in 1913 BC.

Now the circumstance of Joseph’s birth is interesting because he was the first-born of
his mother, Rachel.  She bore him after seven years of disappointing failure to fall pregnant.  It
was exactly seven years, because at the time of Joseph’s birth Jacob confronted his employer
Laban, with the fact he had now completed seven plus a previous seven years of labour as per
their agreement on first arriving in Paddan Aram.

It would have been several months before the marriage agreement when Jacob had his
dream and built his altar at Bethel.  That was 1927 BC; but it was not for casual reference that
scripture pinpoints Jacob’s vision with such exactness.  Why all this meticulous connection to
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Numbers 13:26-33

a man and his offspring?  1927 BC was the beginning of the nation; that's why!  The begin-
ning of Israel is the starting point of the Atonement Clock.  Jacob is Israel, and redemptive
history came through a people whose existence was intrinsically linked to the messianic line.
This is the reason why Israel’s history is finely tuned to God's calendar and its prophetic
timetable can be traced.

Up to this point, we have been considering the first epoch, but it is not quite complete
without mention of a seven-year addition that is sometimes overlooked.  The full era of 490
years spanned the time from Bethel until freedom (7 69), plus seven, a total of seventy
‘weeks of years’ (7 70) ending in 1437 BC.

So, what was the ‘seven’ following 69 weeks ending at the Exodus?  What was its
significance?  Not much if it is viewed as mindless wandering in the desert.  However, it was
not God’s original intention for Israel to waste time there.  The people were meant to have
entered the Promised Land at Kadesh, and if they had done, it would have taken the seventieth
week to conquer the land.  This would have been the significance of the first era of Israel had
they obeyed God and marched straight in.  They didn’t, and the victory of the 70th week was
missed.  Nevertheless, the count continued.

In the following chapters we shall discover the four great 490-year eras that fulfil
messianic prophecy, culminating in the atonement envisaged by Jacob.  We shall follow the
systematic count set in motion by Moses and locate major events as they synchronise with
discovered dates and calendar cycles.

As we do this, please examine the charts of biblical history provided in chronological
order as the pages progress.

  Vertical bars represent one year. (Abib to Abib)
  Overlapping bars show more than one rule, or co-regency.
  Red and purple dots indicate Sabbath and Jubilee years.

The dates are reliable and may be verified by using the texts supplied in the margin and
counting.
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Numbers 33:3

Exodus 12:37

Exodus 12:40,41

Exodus 12:2,17

Deuteronomy 1:3

YEAR OF JUBILEE
         Liberty to the Captives

On the fifteenth day of Abib, 1444 BC, up to two million people stepped out of their
doors and started walking.  It was as if a signal had gone off, like a sky full of birds migrating
south, an extraordinary scene.  If the truth be known there may have been many more than
this, some estimates being as high as four million as the figure given did not include women
and children. But the most surprising part was not the numbers; it was the timing.  That night
the multitude was waiting dressed to travel, then, when the moment came, an entire nation
moved out.

The time that the people of Israel lived in Egypt was 430 years.  At the end of 430
years, on that very day, all the hosts of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt.
On that very day! The record takes pains to emphasise this point.  Moreover, this date

was to be remembered.  The month of Abib (Nisan as it later became known) was made the
first month of the Hebrew calendar, and the Israelites were told to observe ‘Passover’ for the
very first time.  It was deeply symbolic of ‘atonement’, and with exacting instructions the
LORD said to Moses and Aaron,

This month shall be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the
year for you … for on this very day I brought your hosts out of the land of Egypt.
Therefore you shall observe this day, throughout your generations, as a statute for
ever.
There is no doubt that some sort of timetable had started because a little further down

the track Moses said, “In the fortieth year …” Fortieth year of what?  Forty years from the
date we are talking about!  The people set free may not have realised it, but on this day earth
time tapped into the Atonement Clock.  It is a complete understatement to say that 1444 BC
was just the inauguration of some religious calendar.  Commentators say, “the Gregorian
calendar began … the Islamic calendar began … the Chinese calendar began… the Jewish
calendar began …” Sometimes we teach ‘Bible’ with about as much revelation as we teach
history class, but this year was much more than that. It was a countdown!  It was a clock that
ticked behind history inexorably toward a destiny which had
already been written.

1438 BC ... 1431 BC ... 1424 BC ... 1417 BC ...  The
‘sevens’ began rolling again; which begs the question, what was
the Atonement Clock ticking toward?  Now, we acknowledge that

Chapter 2

Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world.
(Revelation 13:8)
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'Shemitah' (Heb.)
Leviticus 25:1-7
Deut. 15:1-12

'Yovel' (Hebrew)
Leviticus 25:8-11

Leviticus 25:2

Joshua 14-22

Acts 7:6, 13:17-20

See timeline
page 30

1 Kings 6:1

eg. Khirbet
Qeiyafa

See Appendix 2

only a fool would try to second-guess the mind of God but, as noticed before, there is a cycle
of ‘weeks’ - a grid, a linkage of ‘sevens’ running beneath the surface of scripture in apparently
unconnected passages.  Moreover, tied into the seven-yearly system is a larger unit of time
called the Jubilee cycle. It is a ‘week of weeks’ or ‘week of sevens’, in other words, 7 7
which is forty-nine years.  This was followed by the Jubilee - the fiftieth year which seems to
have been superimposed (overlaid) on the other years.  Therefore, if we add 49 to 49 to 49 to
49 we arrive, theoretically at least, at the end of each Jubilee cycle. The dates written in this
book are based on this.

However, a problem for Bible students is that the ancient record of Jubilee years has
been lost, and besides this, there is disagreement about the date of the Exodus when the cycle
started.  Neither does it help that observance was deferred until after 40 years of Israel’s
wandering.  Nevertheless, it does seem that the first Jubilee was recorded when the Promised
Land was liberated from the Canaanites.  Although there is no specific mention of Jubilee, the
land was set free from its bondage and allotted to the people of God.

A careful study of the last half of the book of Joshua shows that it took seven years to
conquer Canaan and two more years to divide it among the tribes.  This agrees with Acts 7:6
and Acts 13:17-20, which claims that it took about 50 years from the Exodus until normal
counting began.  So, what happened is that the first full Jubilee cycle was still in position, then
the Sabbatical years resumed in their proper place, the first one being observed in 1389 BC,
seven years after the distribution of the land. They are on the same path that they would have
been on if Israel had never lost time at all.  I have illustrated this visually on the timeline of the
‘desert wandering’ period.

As for the Jubilee starting point, it is known because it started when the calendar did.
Scripture actually states it with surprising exactness.  What is more surprising is the lengths
people have gone to try to deny it.  1 Kings 6 establishes the starting date.  It was describing
the construction of the temple and states:

In the four hundred and eightieth year after the people of Israel came out of the land of
Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, which is
the second month, he began to build the house of the LORD.
Archaeological evidence for the time of David and Solomon has only recently been

found in work done by Hebrew universities, but detailed chronological records have been
saying it all along.  Solomon’s fourth year was 964 BC.  Some say two years earlier, adding
480 to arrive at 1446 BC when the people of Israel are thought to have come out of Egypt.  But
1444 BC is the more accurate date.  A two-year difference may seem trifling, but what is not
trifling is how 1444 BC slots into a prophetic grid that traverses history like a planner.  It
reaches forward from that time, and it reaches back as well.
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See 'Nailing the
Cross'

See ‘The Silence’

Lev. 25:8-11 NIV

Those interested in Sabbaths, chronologies and end time events have been conscious of
the Jubilee cycle and its likely significance, but it has eluded them and remained hidden.
There have been four reasons for this:

  First, the starting date has been miscalculated by two years as I have just explained.
This claim will be elaborated in chapter 7.

  Secondly, the completion date has been incorrect.  Until quite recently this date has
been subject to confusion, even more than the starting time.  However, that is no longer the
case.  Scientific experts, chronologists and historians have come together and nailed it.

  Thirdly, the Hebrew New Year was moved from Abib to Tishri later in their history,
contrary to the law.

  Fourthly, the question of whether a Jubilee is fifty or forty-nine years.  Christians
tend to rely on rabbinic authority when it comes to these things, since it is assumed they know
best.  Unfortunately, the rabbis are in disagreement about it.  Some are of the opinion that an
extra fiftieth year must be slotted in.  Isn’t that what the Torah says?

Count off seven sabbaths of years - seven times seven years - so that the seven sabbaths
of years amount to a period of forty-nine years ... Consecrate the fiftieth year and
proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you
... The fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you.
Others argue that the fiftieth year must be part of the forty-nine; otherwise the Jubilee

cycle would get out of phase with the Sabbath.  Divide seven into fifty and see?  Try seven into
one hundred?  It doesn’t work!  The answer is as follows: Sabbaths began 1st Abib just like
every year did, but the fiftieth year was announced with a fanfare of trumpets on the seventh
month of the forty-ninth year.  This started on 1st Tishri, straddling the last half of the forty-
ninth and the first half of the first year of the next Sabbatic cycle.
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2 Kings 19:29

See diagram
page 17

332 BC

Antiquities, 15:9:1

        Apart from scripture references
concerning monthly order, the sowing
season offers a clue as well.  In Israel,
crops were planted during Tishri/Bul
before the early winter rains.  If the
Jubilee fallow year began in Abib
(spring) as in other Sabbath years,
sowing would have to be deferred to
yet another autumn, and although the
second fallow year might have come
to an end, it would be too late to start
food production for the next season.
The people would have starved.  So,
by overlapping the fiftieth with the last half of the forty-ninth year, the growing season was
caught in time to do planting.  This aspect is explained in Leviticus 25:20-22 and an example
is given in Hezekiah’s Jubilee recorded in the book of 2 Kings.

After the Babylonian captivity, Abib was renamed ‘Nisan’ and the New Year was shifted
to Tishri where it has remained until today.  As mentioned, this change was contrary to God’s
instruction, and as a result it caused the Jubilee to become obscured.  This is probably why
Jubilees got ‘lost’ during the inter-testament period because the starting date could no longer
be distinguished from that of the forty-ninth year.

Except for the New Year issue, modern Jewish scholars have done a good job finding
the sabbatical years which they call ‘Shemitah’.  In the 19th century a Jewish scholar, Benedict
Zuckermann, published a table of these years from ancient times.  He based his conclusions on
a variety of sources such as the book of Maccabees and Josephus.  In one example, he cites an
exemption Alexander the Great granted Jews concerning payment of tax every seventh year.
Apparently it occurred once at the time Alexander conquered Gaza.  With examples like this
Zuckermann charted the seven-year cycle.  He did not guess the ‘week of sevens’ (49 years)
but they would have been included in it.  His conclusions match the dates I have set out in this
book.

Speaking of Josephus, it may also be worthwhile to relate something about William
Whiston, an historian, mathematician and colleague of Sir Isaac Newton.  It was Whiston who
translated the works of Josephus into English.  He had some strange ideas, but his mathemati-
cal ability was never in doubt.  In his footnotes to Josephus, Whiston states that 24 BC was a
sabbatical year, and 23 BC was a Jubilee.  This data also matches the dates charted here.
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SABBATH YEARS FROM MOSES TO MESSIAH
  Dual dates indicate Jubilee.
  Sabbaths begin Nisan; Jubilees begin Tishri.
  Note: There is no year ‘0’ between BC and AD.

1444 Exodus
1438
1431
1424
1417
1410
1403
1396/1395
1389
1382
1375
1368
1361
1354
1347/1346
1340
1333
1326
1319
1312
1305
1298/1297
1291
1284
1277
1270
1263
1256
1249/1248
1242
1235

1228
1221
1214
1207
1200/1199
1193
1186
1179
1172
1165
1158
1151/1150
1144
1137
1130
1123
1116
1109
1102/1101
1095
1088
1081
1074
1067
1060
1053/1052
1046
1039
1032
1025

1018
1011
1004/1003
997
990
983
976
969
962
955/954
948
941
934
927
920
913
906/905
899
892
885
878
871
864
857/856
850
843
836
829
822
815

808/807
801
794
787
780
773
766
759/758
752
745
738
731
724
717
710/709
703
696
689
682
675
668
661/660
654
647
640
633
626
619
612/611
605
598

591
584
577
570
563/562
556
549
542
535
528
521
514/513
507
500
493
486
479
472
465/464
458
451
444
437
430
423
416/415
409
402
395
388

381
374
367/366
360
353
346
339
332
325
318/317
311
304
297
290
283
276
269/268
262
255
248
241
234
227
220/219
213
206
199
192
185
178

171/170
164
157
150
143
136
129
122/121
115
108
101
94
87
80
73/72
66
59
52
45
38
31
24/23
17
10
3 BC
AD 5
12
19
26/27
33
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So if we count 49 plus 49 plus 49 forward from 1444 BC, the dates produced should
coincide with known Sabbath years.  Indeed they do. And the question needs to be asked
again, to what was the Atonement Clock ticking?

122 BC ... 73 BC ... 24 BC ... AD 26 ... In that year, in that very year, John the
Baptist began proclaiming, “the kingdom of Heaven is near.”  Now, we need to consider
John’s announcement more carefully.  Was he referring only in a general sense to the new era
that was dawning?  We tend to think of it that way – the era, the dispensation, the general
period of God’s dealing with us.  Yes, but while this is quite true, John was saying more than
that.  He was referring to the very day in which he spoke; it was the actual Sabbath year in
which Jubilee was to be proclaimed!  Later Jesus was to declare:

The appointed period of time is fulfilled (completed), and the kingdom of God is at
hand.
St. Paul put it this way:
But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son.
Then early in AD 27 (it was still the special 'fiftieth' year) he came to Nazareth where he

had been brought up; and as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and
he stood up to read. The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll
and found the place where it was written,

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good
news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year
of the Lord’s favour.
By this time Jubilee had been ‘lost’ but faithful people still expected something.  He

rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the
synagogue were fixed on him. And he began to say

to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled
in your hearing.”  The Jubilee had come!

Matthew 3:2
See timeline
page 67

Mark 1:15 Amp

Galatians 4:4

Isaiah 61:1-2

Luke 4:16-21



Page 17

the time is fulfilled

Tractate b.
Sanhedrin 40 a,b

Bk. Jubilees 45:1

Chapter 3

ANCIENT HEBREW CALENDAR
  Keeping Time

Whether or not Jubilee ever got set into motion has been a doubt in the minds of some
commentators.  Their misapprehension arises from not knowing its wider function.  It was a
method of organising time!  The Babylonian Talmud explains how the legal system during
Israel’s Judges period kept track of events in terms of Sabbatical and Jubilee cycles.  The court
would make a formal record of contracts, crimes etc. by writing down the 'Septennate' (week
of years) when the event took place, then by determining the Jubilee cycle in which the
Septennate belonged.  For example, "The accused committed the crime on the 1st day, of the 2nd

month, of the 3rd year, of the 4th Septennate, of the 5th Jubilee.”  This information should dispel
any doubt as to whether Sabbath years and/or Jubilees were practised, at least for the Judges
era.  It also expresses calendrical terminology.

Such calendar language as described above is also used in the ancient 'Book of Jubi-
lees', copies of which were found among the Dead Sea scrolls. For example, it relates Jacob's
move to Egypt as follows:  "And Israel went into the country of Egypt, into the land of Goshen,
on the new moon of the 4th month, in the 2nd year of the 3rd week (of years), of the 45th Jubilee."
For whatever else we might think of parabiblical literature, one thing is sure; Jewish readers as
early as the second century BC were aware of a former Sabbatic method of dating.

Jubilee was by no means a religious curiosity without any practical purpose.  Apart
from recording dates, and radical agriculture and ‘debt release’ provisions,

it was an integral part of a luni-solar system for intercalating months.
The calendar was unique in its operation - different from neighbour-

ing countries, and very accurate.
Nor was it the same as our modern Hebrew calendar, which

follows the Metonic cycle in order to synchronise Sun and Moon.
Instead, there seems to have been a special luni-solar combination
distinguished by the ‘week’.  The following is a breakdown of
time measurement in the ancient Bible calendar:

  a ‘week’ of days (7 days)
  a ‘moon’ (one month)
  a ‘time’ (one year)
  a ‘time, times and half a time’
  a ‘week’ of years (7 years)
  a ‘jubilee sabbath’ (49 years)
  a ‘70-week jubilee’ (490 years)
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The ‘week of years’ was akin to our ‘decade’, and ‘jubilee’ might be likened to our
‘century’, albeit shorter. The longer ‘grand jubilee’ (or 70 weeks) is alluded to in both Testa-
ments and is also mentioned in fragments of manuscripts found among the Dead Sea Scrolls.

A ‘moon’ (lunar month) is typically 29 or 30 days, so when the year was completed it
only reached 354 days, about eleven days short of the Sun’s 3651/4 day rotation.  As a result,
the year slipped back each season, and an extra (thirteenth) month had to be inserted every so
often. It was added at the end of Adar and, as a rule of thumb, placed when the season was too
cold for the barley to ripen.  This was so that the barley could be harvested in time for the wave
offering which took place each Abib at Passover festival.

However, it is quite wrong to assume, as we tend to do, that the old Hebrew calendar
was only kept by primitive observation and not with mathematical precision.  There is good
evidence for a Sabbath-based formula that synchronised Sun and Moon every seven years and
again in the forty-ninth year.

We notice special calendar terms and numbers which occur in the Bible.  An example of
how a year was called a 'time' is found in King Nebuchadnezzar's bout of insanity.  He boasted,

“Is this not magnificent Babylon, which I have built as a royal capital by my mighty
power and for my glorious majesty?”  When he was humbled, it lasted for seven 'times'
- in other words, for seven years.“O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is declared: The
kingdom has departed from you!  You shall be driven away from human society, and
your dwelling shall be with the animals of the field. You shall be made to eat grass like
oxen, and seven times shall pass over you, until you have learned that the Most High
has sovereignty over the kingdom of mortals and gives it to whom he will.”  Immediately
the sentence was fulfilled against Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven away from human
society, ate grass like oxen, and his body was bathed with the dew of heaven, until his
hair grew as long as eagles’ feathers and his nails became like birds’ claws.
Similarly, there are mentions of a ‘time, times and half a time.’  It is one half of a

Sabbatical cycle.  Then, there are the curious numbers of 1260, 1290 and 1335 days which
appear in the prophetic writings.  They have baffled students with commentaries calling them
‘unknown calculations’ and popular end-time writers dreaming up fanciful ideas as to what
they might mean.  Please deduct 30 (one month) off 1290.  Please deduct 30 + 30 + 15 (two
and a half months) off 1335.  In both cases it equals 1260 days.

If we select the Day of Atonement, the 10th Tishri, (Ethanim) and add 1260 or 1290
days, it always resets itself to the Hebrew New Year Day, the 1st of Abib, three and a half years
later.  Our observation suggests that these unusual figures might be intercalations to an under-
lying calendar.

Daniel 9:24
Matt. 18:22
D.S.Scroll 11Q13

Daniel 4:16-32

eg. Rev. 12:14
Daniel 12:7,12
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To demonstrate this, let us take the 10th day of Tishri from a well known historical date
in the Babylonian captivity period.  Such a year was Judah's first year in captivity, 3175 AM.
It equates to our western date, 27th September, 587 BC, and has an astronomical value of
1,507,291. Three and a half years afterwards, 3178 AM, the 1st of Nisan (Abib) equals our
western date, 10th March, 583 BC, with an astronomical value of 1,508,551.  By deducting the
astronomical values we do indeed find a difference of 1260 days!  The reason why this figure
(and 1290) keeps repeating as described, is because it is mathematically linked to the phases
of the moon.  The math is as follows:

D.of A. to end of Tishri =   20 days
end Tishri to end of year =   5 months
3 years 12 =  36 months
1 intercalary month =  1 month
TOTAL MONTHS = 42 months + 20 days
42 29.53 = 1240.26 days
TOTAL DAYS = 1260 days

Every luni-solar system, be it Hebrew, Greek or Babylonian, realises that the lunar
year needs adjustment about every third year.  Therefore it is not by coincidence that the
Hebrew heptad of years was divided in half and called, a ‘time, times and half a time.’  This
term is mentioned in the Bible often enough, but usually in a 'prophetic' setting.  That aspect is
beyond the scope of this book, so we shall limit our discussion of the division of the week to
its function in the calendar.

The division occurred; it seems, on Israel's all-important festival, the Day of Atone-
ment. The D.of A. was the 10th of the seventh month, but it should not be supposed an arbi-
trary date of religious significance only.  When we count 31/2 years from the beginning of a
Sabbatical cycle, it comes to a total of 1278 days to the start of the D.of A. in the middle year.
(occasionally 1279 days) Now, this is interesting, because the number of days in 31/2 solar
years is exactly the same; so the 10th of Tishri must have been a marker showing where the
lunar calendar intersects with the solar.

That is not all.  When we count from the end of the Day of Atonement 1260 days, it
resets itself, as mentioned before, to the start of the next Sabbatical cycle.  So, the special
festival in the middle year is actually a 'fulcrum' between two significant counts.  Each 'time,
times and half a time' had an additional month added to the 'base' 42 months, making 43 lunar
months on both sides - a total of 86 lunar months altogether.  Please examine the following
diagram taking note that the Day of Atonement stands independently between the two counts.

See Appendix 4

1508551
minus 1507291

= 1260

5+36+1=42
cf. Rev. 11:2

3.5 365.242
= 1278.347

(1278/1279 days)
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Old Testament scripture alludes to the division of the week by Daniel's term, ‘midst of
the week’ although, in this case, it referred loosely to the sacred festival period of the
middle year.  It also mentions an extra leap month, expanding the 1260 days to 1290 days.  By
understanding how the number of days count to New Year’s Day, we are provided with part of
the answer to what the prophet meant when he said: “From the time that the regular burnt
offering is taken away and the abomination that makes desolate is set up, there shall be
1,290 days.”  1290 days to what?  The sentence doesn’t seem to lead anywhere, and yet the
answer is what the reader is looking for!  However, Daniel would have expected his original
readers to have known that he meant from the Day of Atonement to the end of the cycle on
New Year’s Day.

Indeed, when we follow the moon over extended periods, we find the ancient Sabbati-
cal cycle alternating between 86 and 87 months until seven ‘weeks of years’ completed the
Jubilee of forty-nine years.  In the case of the alternate 87 months, the equation would show a
‘time, times and half a time’ of 1278 days on one side, and 1290 days on the other. (Either that
or 1279 days on one side, and 1290 days on the other) In other words, a total of three months
were added in those cases.  It looked like this:

I have checked this model over hundreds of years, and come to the conclusion that by
combining the formula with actual sightings of New Moon, the calendar would have been
virtually mistake-proof.  Next page is a sample of my calculations showing a reconstruction of
the fourteenth Jubilee period, which occurred during the reigns of Ahaz and Hezekiah.  (Please
note that the D. of A. is added to the first 'time, times and half a time', and the second segment
starts on the 11th of Tishri.)

Daniel 9:27

Daniel 12:11

See ‘Reconstruc-
tion’  page 104
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This reconstruction describes what I believe to be the original Hebrew luni-solar calen-
dar which synchronised the heavenly bodies regularly per seven years, and again in the forty-
ninth.  Following that, another forty-nine year cycle would repeat using the same formula.
The pattern of leap-years never needed to change, although it does seem there were changes
from about the Persian - Greek period, probably to comply with the governing empire.

14TH JUBILEE CYCLE
(758 BC - 709 BC)

Showing the division of the weeks

See ‘The Silence’

HEBREW
DATE (AM)

1st Nisan 3003
11 Tishri 3007
to end sabbath

1st Nisan 3010
11 Tishri 3014
to end sabbath

1st Nisan 3017
11 Tishri 3021
to end sabbath

1st Nisan 3024
11 Tishri 3028
to end sabbath

1st Nisan 3031
11 Tishri 3035
to end sabbath

1st Nisan 3038
11 Tishri 3042
to end sabbath

1st Nisan 3045
11 Tishri 3049
to end sabbath

CALCULA-
TIONS (days)

+1279 +1
+1290

+1279 +1
+1260

+1278 +1
+1290

+1278 +1
+1260

+1278 +1
+1290

+1279 +1
+1260

+1279 +1
+1290

ASTRONOMIC
DATE

1444646.5
1445926.5

1447216.5
1448495.5

1449755.5
1451034.5

1452324.5
1453604.5

1454864.5
1456143.5

1457433.5
1458713.5

1459973.5
1461252.5

JULIAN
DATE (BC)

25 March 758
25 Sept 755

7 April 751
7 Oct 748

20 March 744
19 Sept 741

1 April 737
3 Oct 734

16 March 730
15 Sept 727

28 March 723
28 Sept 720

11 March 716
10 Sept 713

MONTHS
PER CYCLE

87 months

86 months

87 months

86 months

87 months

86 months

87 months
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When seven weeks as described are spread over one Jubilee, a pattern of eighteen
intercalary months appears that can be repeated almost indefinitely in each subsequent Jubilee
cycle.  Please examine the diagram below showing fifty years divided into blocks of seven.
The seventh year (Sabbath) is indicated by a red square and the position of leap-months indi-
cated by green dots.  The fiftieth year is shown in purple; and notice how it is superimposed
over the forty-ninth year and first year of the following cycle.

This typical plan of leap-months created the same overall effect as our modern Metonic
system does, but it had a different way of going about it.  The Metonic cycle moves gradually
through each year, adding months over nineteen years, whereas the Hebrew method was ‘Sab-
batical’ adding eighteen months (a total of 606 months) to forty-nine years.

Now, it might be noticed how 606 lunar months is short of forty-nine solar years by 11/2
days.  It is insignificant in the short term, but after twenty Jubilees adds up to 30 days.  Therefore,
a rare extra month would have had to be added after 980 years!  We do indeed find such a
month, and it cannot help but be noticed how the final adjustment is after two ‘Grand Jubilee’
eras.  We have no record of this last fine-tuning, but what we do have is a reconstruction based
on known astronomical data. And what we also have is a distinctive pattern of seven at each
stage of intercalation that can hardly be coincidental.

Another difference to the Metonic system was that additions were avoided during Sab-
bath years.  According to Rabbinic writings a thirteenth month would have increased the
seventh year, extending the Sabbath planting restrictions and creating an unnecessary burden
on the people.

When compared with modern calendars, a few intercalary months are offset by one
year but never did it wander off the seasons.  The calendar given to Moses all those years ago
worked.  Moreover, it worked as well as, if not better, than any system we have today!

There are implications here for the usual theories of a primitive Israelitish nation evolv-
ing out of Canaan, whose knowledge of astronomy was only copied from the ‘sophisticated’
cultures around about.  On the contrary; not only was the Hebrew calendar superior to Egypt's

7 mths over 19 yrs

490 + 490 = 980

TOS.
Sanhedrin 2:9
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‘wandering’ year, but it pre-dated Meton by a thousand years.  There was nothing anywhere
else quite like it.

This brings us to yet another synchronisation.  In addition to the ‘week’, the Bible
reveals a perfect count to the Day of Atonement in the middle of the forty-nine year.  Starting
New Year, 1st of Abib (Nisan) following the previous block of forty-nine, they would have
intercalated months as explained using the short cycle, until it reached the 7th month of the 49th

year.  Then on the 10th day, a special 50th year was announced.  This might seem strange but
another astronomical formula is at work.  The gap between the two events comes to 17718
days - a figure equalling exactly 600 lunar months.  This gap never alters, is never short of
days, and is always the same, as demonstrated by the following sample of Jubilees taken from
the Divided Kingdom period.

Meton of Athens
432 BC

Exodus 12:2

Leviticus 25:8-9

17718÷29.53=600

JULIAN
DATE (BC)

29 March 905

28 March 856

27 March 807

25 March 758

23 March 709

21 March 660

20 March 611

HEBREW
DATE (AM)

1st Nisan 2856

1st Nisan 2905

1st Nisan 2954

1st Nisan 3003

1st Nisan 3052

1st Nisan 3101

1st Nisan 3150

ASTRONOMIC
DATE

1390960.5

1408855.5

1426751.5

1444646.5

1462542.5

1480437.5

1498333.5

HEBREW
DATE (AM)

1st Tishri 2905

1st Tishri 2954

1st Tishri 3003

1st Tishri 3052

1st Tishri 3101

1st Tishri 3150

1st Tishri 3199

JULIAN
DATE (BC)

2 October 857

30 Sept. 808

29 Sept. 759

27 Sept. 710

25 Sept. 660

23 Sept. 612

23 Sept. 563

ASTRONOMIC
DATE

1408678.5

1426573.5

1444469.5

1462364.5

1480260.5

1498155.5

1516051.5

DAYS
PER CYCLE

17718 days

17718 days

17718 days

17718 days

17718 days

17718 days

17718 days
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600÷12=50

Deuteronomy
31:10-13

Daniel 12:12

Now, 600 months equal 50 lunar years which explains why the Jubilee 50th year is
superimposed over the other years.  It seems that, at the completion of 50 lunar years, the
Hebrew time-keepers gave the solar calendar an extra year to compensate for its slower rota-
tion.  It takes 481/2 solar years to equal 50 lunar years, so every Jubilee would have marked 50
lunar years and 50 solar years.  Apart from its religious purposes, it was a device to harmonise
the disparate cycles in a unique calendar formula.

My original publication placed the start of the 50th year on the day of Atonement; how-
ever, it begins on the new moon, as the chart indicates. Why then was the grand announcement
of Jubilee deferred to the 10th day?  Our likely explanation would be from an old practice
when all of Israel assembled on that day each Sabbath year, for public readings.  Debts were
released, leases ended, slaves set free, on the day of proclamation, but the actual year began on
the first day, albeit the 7th month, on this special occasion.

One more thing needs to be said concerning the 1st day of Tishri.  Yes, it was the New
Year start of an exceptional 50th year, but it also seems to have been a reference point for yet
another astronomical synchronism.  A mysterious number appears in an old Hebrew writing
with no obvious explanation.  “Blessed is he who waits and arrives at the 1335 days.”
Apparently, this figure is another calendar procedure because, when we add it to the 1st day of
Tishri, it arrives at the Day of Pentecost, the 6th of Sivan, three and a half years later, and 50
days after Passover.  So, the great festival dates were being used, in addition to their religious
function, to hold together a surprisingly accurate luni-solar system.

In summary, the pre-Metonic Hebrew calendar was a 7-year cycle of alternating 86 / 87
months, crosschecked by a long cycle of 600 months over 50 lunar years, and 606 months
over 49 solar years.  A final adjustment of one month was added after 980 (2 490) years. Its
distinguishing mark was a Sabbatical ‘stamp’ making it unique from every other national
calendar.
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Chapter 4

280 WEEKS ARE DETERMINED
Redemptive History of Israel

These time cycles had been operating behind the scenes for longer than we might have
thought.  An old rabbinic chronology states that seventeen Jubilee cycles had been completed
between entering Canaan and Ezekiel’s ministry.  That was more than eight centuries by our
reckoning, and this study agrees.  Ezekiel’s own comments confirm that he was familiar with
the Jubilee system, because we find him bemoaning how the captivity interfered with Israel’s
50-year lease and ownership laws.

For the seller shall not return to what he has sold, while they live.
Why could the seller not return to his land after the lease had expired?  Because both seller and
buyer had been exiled in Babylon!

Again, Ezekiel makes reference to the ‘year of liberty’ at the end of his book.  However,
his rebuke in the seventh year of captivity was the most telling of all.  He reveals a key
Sabbatical year, and positively dates it.

In the seventh year, in the fifth month, on the tenth day of the month, certain of the
elders of Israel came to inquire of the Lord, and sat before me. And the word of the Lord
came to me.
The year was 591 BC, seven years after the first deportation, and “the word of the

Lord” raised the matter of “profaned Sabbaths.”  It might be assumed that he was referring
to the regular weekly Sabbath, but that was not the case.  Ezekiel had been prophesying for
quite a while, and had ample opportunity to correct abuses to the Saturday Sabbath if that
had been the issue.  However, he left the subject until now, because the Sabbath Year had
arrived, and its slave-release provision had been broken.  The details of how it had been
broken are recorded by his contemporary, Jeremiah, and the rabbinic chronology confirms
that both prophets were referencing the same year.

It was in the seventh year, in the fifth month, on the tenth of the month, there came men
from the elders of Israel ... At that time, Zedekiah concluded a covenant with the entire
people that everyone should free his Hebrew slave, and they turned around and
returned the slaves and bondmaids that they had freed, and forced them to be slaves
and bondmaids.
So, 591 BC was indeed a Sabbath year, and historians can calculate forwards and

backwards from that date in order to track others.  Fortunately, not all were as miserable as the
one just quoted.  When we locate the Sabbaths years, taking the trouble to identify events

Seder Olam
chapter 11

Leviticus 25:28
Ezekiel 7:13

Ezekiel 46:17

Ezekiel 20:1-2

See timeline
page 46

Jer. 34:8-18

Seder Olam
chapter 26
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See ‘Judges Agree’
See ‘Reign of
Kings’
See ‘The Silence’

which coincide with them, we see that several include significant deliverances in Israel’s
history.  Such a case was the deliverance from Moab on the Jubilee Sabbath of 1298 BC.
Then there was the battle of Mizpah under the leadership of Samuel.  Hezekiah’s miraculous
victory over Assyria fell on a Sabbath year, as did the famed Maccabean revolt.

Examples like these highlight the prophetic nature of Jubilee and how it prefigured a
greater liberty to come.  In 1444 BC, the hosts of Israel were set free from slavery and on that
day the world tapped into a countdown of repeating ‘freedoms’, some of which included
notable national deliverances as mentioned above. Ultimately, it would lead to a deliverance
so great that it would eclipse the former liberty and usher in a day of world redemption,
unlimited and infinitely more than an exclusive national salvation.  Set free from the dominion
of Satan!  Set free from the torment of evil spirits!  Set free from the fear of death!  Set free
from the power of sin with its dread and inevitable result!
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When we locate the ‘Grand Jubilees,’ an even more extraordinary pattern emerges.  The
descendants of Jacob embark on a journey of repeating 490 year eras.  The timeline below
shows an overview of this phenomenon.  The Jubilees are shown in purple, and the 70-week
epochs are measured across the page.  Put simply, the coming of Messiah was pre-programmed
into the history of Israel through a progressive revelation of atonement and spiritual freedom
which would culminate in the Cross of Christ.

Of course, the times and seasons of all nations are in the hand of God, but what makes
Israel unique is that she is the mother of the messianic line.  The best known time-date
prophecy in the Bible refers to this relationship.  They call it ‘Daniel's 70 weeks’ and its
opening line states, “Seventy weeks are determined for your people.”  What it means is this:
a period of 490 years was decreed for the nation of Israel after which a new era of God's
dealing with the world would begin.  What is not so well known about this prophecy however,

Acts 17:26
Revelation 12:5

See ‘Dans 70
Weeks’
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is that it fits into a grid of four 70-week periods spanning the whole history of Israel from its
foundation with Jacob unto the Messiah, a predetermined era of 1960 years or 280 heptads.
Daniel would have known this, and indeed he obtained his understanding of it through prayer
and by studying the calculations of the prophets who preceded him.

“Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for your holy city.”
Seventy?  That’s what Daniel said, but what he didn’t mention was the seventy weeks preceding
that … and the seventy before that again.  Two hundred and eighty weeks were determined
upon God’s people!  Not just seventy, but two hundred and eighty, and that number is signifi-
cant.  Not only is it four sets of seventy, it is also seven sets of forty.

Seven is God's number representing ‘perfect completion’, but forty, on the other hand,
is the number of ‘testing’.  Jesus was tempted for forty days in the wilderness; Israel was
tested for forty years in the desert before they entered the land, and so on.  Accordingly, when
the number 280 is derived from 7 40 it denotes a full and completed period of testing.  It,
therefore makes sense (though one cannot help but be amazed) to learn that God's first dealing
with His people lasted exactly 1960 years – 280 blocks of seven – until their testing was
complete, and the eternal covenant that He had promised arrived.

The four sets of seventy weeks are interesting for another reason too.  Each epoch
relates to a development in the sacrificial system.  After Israel began at Bethel in 1927 BC, the
first 490 years lasted until Sinai and during this time sacrifice was offered by families on a
private altar.  The head of each household acted as priest and the concept of atonement was very
basic.  At Mt. Sinai, however, Moses was given instructions for tabernacle worship which was
more elaborate than before, because sacrifice through the Levitical priesthood was set up at
this time.  Again, the tabernacle phase was about 490 years, lasting until Solomon’s temple
was built, after which the tabernacle was never mentioned again.

Then came the temple era; the first magnificent temple was built then later destroyed in
587 BC.  The second one was built seventy years after that, and it was during the latter part of
these days when Daniel prophesied his fourth set of 490.  This was the final countdown pe-
riod, because it was the one culminating in God's ultimate sacrifice.  After this, there would be
no more lamb and no more temple.  Messiah would be the lamb, and he would raise up an
everlasting temple not built by human hands.

[At that appointed time]  Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with
the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation.
Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most
Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.
Thus Messiah’s death was the climax, the ultimate sacrifice.  It was accomplished in the

middle of the final ‘week’ of a final group of seventy ‘weeks’, purchasing eternal redemption
for all who believe!

7 70=490

7 280=1960

Daniel 9:2

Daniel 9:24

Jeremiah 31:31-34
Hebrews 9:11-12
(brackets Amp)
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Apart from the information I have provided so far, is there any other indication that
Daniel’s timeline does not stand alone?  Yes there is, but it appears in the most unexpected
places.  When Peter asked, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive
him? Up to seven times?"  Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, "up to seven times, but up to
seventy times seven.”  The Lord was seeing a unit of time known in former times, one that had
probably never entered Peter’s mind.

But the most compelling evidence for the existence of a series of 490-years is the Baby-
lonian captivity.  The connection is sometimes overlooked because the seventy years Israel
spent in Babylon is a lot shorter than seventy ‘sevens’.  However, on closer examination we
see that it refers to the same thing!  God had warned Israel that if she failed to keep her
Sabbaths she would be taken away, and the land would get its prescribed rest for as many
years as it had missed out on.  How many years was that?  Four hundred and ninety!  That is
the term required to produce seventy Sabbaths.

He (Nebuchadnezzar) took into exile in Babylon those who had escaped from the sword,
and they became servants to him and to his sons until the establishment of the kingdom
of Persia, to fulfil the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had
enjoyed its Sabbaths. All the days that it lay desolate it kept Sabbath, to fulfil seventy
years.

Another clue to the repeating nature of a large unit of time is the 70th week itself.  As we
saw before, the ‘times’ existed as part of a repeating sabbatic and astronomical calendar sys-
tem.  Now we are saying that 280 weeks were determined upon Israel.  These times were
divided into four eras of 70 weeks each, culminating in the coming of Messiah and ending as
God told Jacob: “In you and your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed.”

Matthew 18:21-22

Lev. 26:27,33-35

70 7=490

2 Chron 36:20-22

Genesis 28:14
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Chapter 5

THE JUDGES AGREE
The Second 490-year Era

The second 490-year era extends from Mt. Sinai to the first temple in Jerusalem.  It
shows up on the old calendar system, and we have already noticed how the construction of the
temple commenced 480 years after the Israelites had come out of Egypt.  This era includes the
biblical period of the Judges for the most part.  However, when we sum the rule of the Judges,
a problem arises.  Add them all up, plus the times of oppression, such as Aram’s rule of eight
years, then tack on the forty years in the wilderness along with the reigns of Saul and David
and what do we get? 640 years! On the face of it, that’s about 160 years longer than claimed in
the books of Kings and Chronicles – a big difference!

To make matters worse, modern archaeologists dispute the Bible’s timing as to when
Canaan was invaded by Israel.  Extensive digs around Jericho suggest, they say, that the city
was destroyed several centuries later.  So, estimates of Joshua’s entering the land can vary
from 1250 BC if we follow current opinion, to 1404 BC if we follow the record of the Kings,
to 1560 BC if we follow those of the Judges.  Obviously something is wrong.  Moreover, there
is scant evidence of large-scale devastation by burning.  Ash layers might have been expected
where conquering armies sacked towns and cities, but only a few examples of this have been
found.

A partial explanation of the problem stems from our own too vivid story lines.  Israel
did not ravage the land as so often depicted, but besieged and took its cities with minimal
destruction, then dwelt in them.  Actually, the Bible records only three sites that were burned
- Jericho, Ai, and Hazor.  Of the northern region it adds, “But none of the cities that stood on
mounds did Israel burn, except Hazor alone; that Joshua burned.”  And it further adds, “I
gave you a land on which you had not labored and cities that you had not built, and you dwell
in them. You eat the fruit of vineyards and olive orchards that you did not plant.”

So, the criticism, “Where is the evidence of large-scale invasion,” isn’t a fair one.  Hav-
ing said that, however, it must be admitted the majority of archaeologists still do not agree
with the 1404 BC date.

1 Kings 6:1

640-480=160

Joshua 11:13

Joshua 24:13
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Who does agree?  Well, a small number of experts are beginning to argue for a return to
the traditional position; and the Judges agree!  The time span of the Judges of Israel does not
contradict the Kings record of years after all!  Instead, it is becoming clear there is a sequence
of dateable events in the Judges and the Kings, held together by a tight sabbatical count.  It is
like a continuous line of pieces traversing the width of a jigsaw puzzle to which the remaining
pieces can be connected and worked out.

By this means the details from Joshua to Jephthah can be determined when the Sab-
baths are projected forward.  Up until now, it has been an awkward calculation, because actual
times are not given for Joshua or the elders who ruled after him.  They can, of course, be
calculated backwards from the Bible’s mention of 300 years, but now there is a double count
going forward from Joshua and backward from Jephthah validating each other.

Clues include Joshua’s death, which happened in the Sabbath year of 1368 BC.
His age of 110 suggests the general ‘heptad’ then the precise year is deduced from the location
used to assemble the tribes for his final exhortation to the people.  He chose Shechem.  It was
the city located between Mt. Gerizim and Mt. Ebal where the blessings and cursing of the law
were called out to the congregation of Israel once every seven years.  This is how we identify
Joshua’s last year as a Sabbath.

Actually, Gerizim and Ebal had been used for special assembly before, and was prob-
ably the choice of Sabbath year gatherings during the early judges.  Another case is the hardly

eg. Bryant Wood

Judges 11:26

Joshua 24:29
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HOW to SPOT a SABBATH YEAR
At the end of every seven years, at the set time in the year of release, at the Feast of

Booths, when all Israel comes to appear before the Lord your God at the place that he
will choose, you shall read this law before all Israel in their hearing.  Assemble the
people, men, women, and little ones, and the sojourner within your towns, that they

may hear and learn to fear the Lord.    (Deut. 31:10-12)

Joshua 24:1,25
Dt. 27:4, 31:10-12

Judges 3:27,
Lev. 25:8-9

Judges 3:15-18

1 Kings 8:1-2

2 Chron. 17:7-9

2 Chron. 23:1

2 Kings 19:29

Jeremiah 36:6,
Lev. 16:29

Jeremiah 34:15,
Deut. 15:12

Nehemiah 8-10

Nehemiah 13:1

A Sabbath year is indicated when one of the following
things happen.  The probability is stronger if several
indicators are present at the same time:

   if all Israel is gathered together that year to one place.

   if a blowing of the shofar was heard from that location.

   if the season is late summer when Israel is assembled.

   if it is the 7th month of Tishri when Israel is assembled.

   if a public reading of the law is made to all the people.

   if the seventh year is mentioned in the narrative.

   if the season did not have the usual summer harvest.

   if the ‘day of fasting’ is at the time Israel is assembled.

   if the release of debts/slaves takes place in that year.

   if a notable religious revival followed the public reading.

   if the year is linked to other Sabbaths by multiples of 7.

EXAMPLE

Joshua

Ehud

Ehud

Solomon

Jeho’phat

Jehoida

Hezekiah

Jehoiakim

Zedekiah

Nehemiah

Nehemiah

SAB. YEAR

1368 BC

1298 BC

1298 BC

955 BC

871 BC

836 BC

710 BC

605 BC

591 BC

444 BC

430 BC
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noticed Jubilee of 1298 BC. The deliverer, Ehud, is remembered for his daring act, but it’s full
significance is only appreciated when we note the location, and when we count the ‘weeks’ to
find that it occurred on the cusp of a rare ‘liberty year’. After slaying the king of Moab, Ehud
blew the shofar - the Jubilee trumpet - at which the Israelites rallied and defeated their foes.

It is assumed that the trumpet sound was a call to war and so it was.  However, in this
case, Ehud blew it “from the hill country of Ephraim” to where the people gathered.  This area
is none other than the mountains that we have been talking about!  Moreover, it came at the
end of summer, which was the season when Jubilee was proclaimed by the blast of the shofar.
So when the chronological details contained in the book of Judges happen to coincide with the
continuous count of seven and the month is also right, it becomes apparent that this was more
than a call to war.  It was heralding the freedom of the upcoming great fiftieth year.

Following Joshua, Othniel and Ehud, was Shamgar, who successfully defended the
south from the Sea People - early Philistines - who were thwarted from gaining a foothold
until much later.  During his time, the northern tribes were overpowered by the previous
inhabitants of Hazor for twenty years, but in contrast to the problems in the north, the eastern
and central tribes enjoyed a generous period of peace.

The ‘eighty-year peace’ is a chronological gem of information which has been misun-
derstood.  The common mistake is to apply all of it to Ehud, but it stretched from the Moabite
to the Midianite oppression and was meant to be understood in that regional context.

As for the trial in the north, Barak defeated Jabin of Hazor and the era of peace contin-
ued under Deborah’s long and stable rule.  It’s worth noting how in Deborah’s victory song
she made mention of her predecessor Shamgar being a contemporary of Jael, the woman who
played a part in the defeat of their enemy.

In the days of Shamgar, son of Anath, in the days of Jael, the highways were abandoned,
and travelers kept to the byways.
This confirms our timeline, which overlaps Shamgar with the state of affairs in the

north where Jael was living.  It also demonstrates the regional nature of these conflicts.
It also describes a temporary situation on the coast which could have developed into

something much worse.  About this time, the Sea People were beginning to raid the Mediter-
ranean between Egypt and Israel, disrupting major trade routes.  These people were a loose
confederation of marauders from Greek island locations who Bible writers simply group to-
gether as, ‘Philistines’.  As mentioned before, they had at least one skirmish with Shamgar.

Judges 3:27

Judges 3:31

Judges 4:1-3

Judges 5:6
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THE PROMISED LAND
Do what is right and good in the sight
of the LORD, that it may go well with
you, and that you may go in and take
possession of the good land that the
LORD swore to give to your fathers.

(Deuteronomy 6:18)
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An Egyptian inscription calls the early wave of invaders ‘Sherden’ and speaks of the
threat they posed to Egypt's Mediterranean coasts.  They were brash enough to attack Ramesses
II of Egypt resulting in a resounding defeat for them, and delaying their invasion plans for
another century.  The next wave of Sea People would be a branch known as ‘Peleset’ from
which the name ‘Philistine’ is derived.

After the 80 years of peace the desert people swarmed in again from the east, and everyone
knows the Bible story of Gideon and his victory over the Midianites.  After Gideon there was
some brief trouble from Abimelech, then another stable period under judges Tola and Jair.

Jair was judging Gilead and Eli governing the other side when Boaz married the widow,
Ruth.  Boaz had to buy back land lost by Ruth’s late husband, and the legal requirement was the
same procedure as that described in the laws of Jubilee.  This demonstrates how the ancient
calendar system was proceeding as normal during the Judges era.  Every seventh year was a
Sabbath!  Every forty-ninth/fiftieth year was a Jubilee!  We mention this to rectify a common
misconception that casts doubt on whether the Jubilee system ever got properly started.  It did.

Tanis Stele
Ramesses 2

1279 - 1213 BC

Ruth 3:9
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By the end of Jair’s rule, the people fell into widespread idolatry, and Israel was shat-
tered by a double invasion of Ammonites from the east and Philistines from the west.  The
Ammonites even crossed over the Jordan River into Judah, Benjamin and Ephraim, but after
eighteen years of severe distress God raised up a deliverer who liberated the eastern provinces
in 1105 BC.

At first, Jephthah tried the diplomatic approach by writing a letter to the king of Ammon
in which he argued that the disputed territory had never been Ammonite land but had been
lived in by Israel for 300 years.  Now, that snippet is vital information for readers today,
because the biblical clock does indeed show 300 years between Israel’s conquest of the area
east of the Jordan until Jephthah.  Please count the years on the timeline below.

The south-western tribes were less fortunate.  They were subjugated by the Philistines
for an even longer time, and it is here that Eli provided a de-facto judgeship.  He had become
High Priest during Jair’s term so, assuming the Philistines prevented the appointment of a new
judge, people on the western side of the river would have looked to Eli for leadership.

Samson is also called a ‘judge’ although it is doubtful that his ‘judgment’ was much
good.  He was more a Rambo-style hero given the title in deference to his spectacular feats of
strength.  The point I wish to make here is that Eli and Samson’s ‘rule’ was within Philistine-
occupied Judah/Dan and therefore, concurrent with the judges in the rest of Israel.  The
periods of their judgeship should not be added to the figures in Judges as if consecutive.
When we understand this, we find the dates given during the rule of Judges flow seamlessly
into the history of the Kings as a continuous chronology.

The Philistine yoke was broken at the battle of Mizpah in the same year that Samuel
became leader.  This was one of those major occasions when God took over and did it in style.
Israel was free again under their greatest ever judge.  Then, when Samuel grew old, the people
requested a king.  They chose Saul, son of Kish, who became Israel’s first king, reigning,
according to his namesake Saul of Tarsus, 40 years.

Then they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe
of Benjamin, for forty years.  And when he had removed him, he raised up David to be
their king, of whom he testified and said, ‘I have found in David the son of Jesse a man
after my heart, who will do all my will.’  Of this man's offspring God has brought to
Israel a Saviour, Jesus, as he promised.

Judges 10:6-8

Judges 11:26

1082 BC
1 Samuel 7:10

Acts 13:21-23
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Chapter 6

THE TIMES KEEP PACE
Following the Sacred Line

This last comment concerning Saul and David deserves our close scrutiny.  We have
been following an underlying path of 490 year eras from Bethel to David, and now it speaks of
a future descendant.  So, not only are we considering a passage of time, there is the matter of
human lineage to take into account.  From where and to whom is this path leading?  Not from
Saul apparently, for he was a man of Benjamin.  But did not God tell Abraham that, “in him
(Abraham) all the nations of the earth will be blessed?”  The promise was first given to
Abraham then ratified with Isaac and again in turn with Jacob, whose offspring became the
tribes of Israel.  Saul was an Israelite, so why shouldn’t the line go through him?

Yes, Jacob had twelve sons but insofar as the messianic line is concerned, only one
would carry the promised ‘seed’.  Near the end of his life, Jacob gathered his sons together and
prophesied over them.  Of Judah he said:

The scepter or leadership shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from be
tween his feet, until Shiloh [the Messiah] comes to whom it belongs, and to Him shall
be the obedience of the people.
Many years later, God told Samuel to go to Jesse, a descendant of Judah and have his

sons pass by him.  He chose Jesse’s youngest.  Then, when David had become king, the word
of the Lord came again:

Thus says the LORD ... When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set
up your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He
shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.
Again, after this the prophet Micah whittled down the lineage of David to the small clan

of Bethlehem:
But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the thousands of Judah, yet
out of you shall come forth to Me the One to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth are
from of old, from everlasting.
Thus the messianic line can be traced through Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah, Jesse, David

and finally to ‘the One’ of Bethlehem.  However, until recent years its timetable has been
‘locked’ inside chronological formulas of the Judges and of the Hebrew kings.  Not any longer!

One problem facing Bible students when trying to trace David’s line through the kings

Genesis 28:14

Genesis 49:10 Amp

1 Samuel 16

2 Samuel 7:2-13

Micah 5:2

Galatians 3:16
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was an addition to the calendar.  When David was first made king over Judah, the writer makes
special reference to an extra six months.  Apparently he was crowned in Ethanim (Tishri) and
the house of David began measuring their reigns from the beginning of the seventh month to
commemorate David’s new dynasty.  The evidence for this is how his forty-year reign is
described as seven and a half years in Hebron plus thirty-three years in Jerusalem.  Then,
when we carefully examine the last few months of his stay in Ziklag, it shows the Philistine
invasion taking place in the summer of 1008 BC.  He moved to Hebron shortly afterward and
was anointed king shortly after that again.  These series of events seem to point to his corona-
tion in the 7th month.

Solomon probably established the practice of starting the regnal year then, but this is
uncertain.  In any case, the kingdom of Judah followed a regnal year starting with Ethanim
(Tishri) whereas the kingdom of Samaria left it where it was, reckoning the king’s year to
begin in Abib.

It’s important not to mistake the Tishri regnal year for Judah’s ‘New Year Day’ like our
modern Jewish calendar does.  That was a further change which was made wrongly after the
Babylonian captivity.  The proper way to understand the regnal year is to consider it the same
way as our modern ‘financial’ or ‘school year’ but offset from the official ‘New Year’ which
was the 1st Abib.

With these things in mind, please examine the early part of Solomon’s rule on the
timeline below.  He began sharing his father’s throne late 969 BC until the end of his accession
year.  Then on the 1st Ethanim 968 BC he commenced his first full year through to Ethanim
967 BC.  His second year was 967/6 BC, his third 966/5 BC his fourth 965/4 BC, and so on.

Now, Solomon’s fourth year was when he started building the temple of God, which
also happened to be 480 years after the Israelites left Egypt.  He finished building the edifice
in his eleventh year, in the month of Bul, 958 BC, dedicating the temple sometime afterward
in the month of Ethanim.  But the question is, “Ethanim of which year?”  We know three
things. The dedication was tantalisingly close to the Grand Jubilee of 955 BC.  It took place at
festival time when Jubilees were ceremoniously announced, and it was accompanied by an
extraordinary manifestation of God’s power.

We also notice how the elaborate furnishing of the temple was completed sometime
after the construction stage, but how long the internal work took isn’t actually stated.  Com-
mentators only assume the furnishings were put in place the year following construction, but
such intricate preparations as those described must surely have taken longer.  For these
reasons, I believe the dedication of Solomon’s temple took place
in 955 BC during the upcoming Grand Jubilee.

2 Sam. 2:11, 5:3-5

1 Sam. 27:7, 29:3
1 Chron. 12:1,14

See Appendix 2

1 Kings 6:1, 38

1 Kings 8:1-2
1 Kings 8:10-11

2 Chronicles 7

1 Kings 7:13-51
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Chapter 7

REIGNS OF KINGS UNLOCKED
The Third 490-year Era

Finding the Jubilee cycle requires uncompromisingly accurate starting and finishing
points, these being the date of the Exodus when the calendar began, and the date when Mes-
siah arrived.  The former is achieved by charting the reigns of the Hebrew kings because they
bridge the middle era from the fall of Samaria and Jerusalem back to the Exodus.  The date of
Rehoboam’s accession and subsequent division of the kingdom is key to this and scholars
estimate it between 931- 930 BC.  My research leads me to believe it occurred late 930 BC,
and from here we add Solomon’s 40 year reign to locate his fourth year at 964 BC from which
we calculate the Exodus at 1444 BC.

Judah’s Ethanim regnal year has been explained but the question of
accessional dating also needs explanation.  When the Bible says, “Solo-
mon reigned forty years”, it means thirty-eight plus two part-
years at each end.  Thus, Solomon’s accession year was 969-
968 BC, but it was a partial year shared with his father.  His
first full year after David died was 968-967 BC.

Now, please examine the diagrams.  In both
cases the part-years starting Rehoboam and Jerobo-
am’s reigns are counted as ‘years,’ even though
they are less than twelve months.  However, the
non-accessional system of Jereboam calls the first
portion his 'first' year, whereas the accessional
method of Rehoboam calls it his 'accession', as
Solomon did, with his 'first' year coming after that.

 Also, Jeroboam's northern kingdom counted
from Abib to Abib, (later renamed Nisan) so his
first year was from late 930 to Abib 929 BC.

Exodus 12:2,17

Sept. 965/964
See Appendix 2
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Rehoboam's southern kingdom was accessional and counted from Ethanim, (later renamed
Tishri) so his accession year was from late 930 to Ethanim 929 BC.  Notice how when we count
from Rehoboam’s first year, we reach his final year in 913 BC, and it comes to sixteen.  But did
it not say he reigned seventeen?  Yes, but the seventeen-year tally includes his accession year
which was at the beginning.   Biblical records, copied from the annals of the kings, follow these
methods.

The books of Kings are structured in the form of a ‘combination lock’, which unlocks the
door to ancient history going backward, and tracks the messianic timetable going forward.  The
books contain a repeating formula where the accession of a king is synchronised with the reign
of his contemporary in the neighbouring kingdom (whether Judah or Israel) followed by the
number of years that he reigned.  Thus, “In the (x)th year of king (A) of Israel, king (B) of Judah
began to reign, and he reigned (y) years.”

At first sight it seems like a cinch; just do the math and the times given should slot in
together like a jigsaw puzzle.  But a problem arises when we add up the reigns of the kings of
Israel from the division of the kingdom to the fall of Samaria, and arrive at a figure that is
about twenty years less than when the kings of Judah are summed over the same period.  The
periods given do not match.  To make matters worse, archaeological finds in the 19th century
from Assyrian records failed to mesh with dates taught in older Bible commentaries.

Not surprisingly, the Bible’s chronological records were dismissed by liberal scholars
until, in 1951, Edwin Thiele solved the mystery of the Hebrew kings, publishing his findings and
revolutionising the way people understood Old Testament dating.  He proposed that in several
instances there were co-regencies, hence the stated lengths of reigns sometimes overlapped.
In this way Thiele constructed a timeline that fitted the detail of the books of the Kings at the
same time as agreeing with known historical events in the surrounding empires.  The effect
of this construct was to shorten the Judean monarchs rule relative to those of Israel so that the
period from the division until the fall of Samaria became the same for both kingdoms.

Co-regency examples include Jehoshaphat, whose rule overlapped that of his father
Asa when Asa’s feet became crippled.  Then, at the end of his term he shared another co-
regency as stated simply, “when Jehoshaphat was king of Judah, Jehoram the son of Je-
hoshaphat, king of Judah, began to reign.”

1 Kings 14:21

Jero. to Hoshea

Reho. to Hezekiah

Mysterious
Numbers of the
Hebrew Kings

Edwin Thiele 1951

2 Chron. 16:12

2 Kings 8:16
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Another co-regency case is Uzziah whose unusually long tenure included most of his
father Amaziah's reign.  It seems odd that Amaziah wanted a sixteen-year old youth at his
side when he had barely begun his own reign.  More likely it was that he got captured in battle
and locked in Samaria for much of his time.  Although the length of Amaziah's imprisonment
is not explicitly stated, Uzziah would have been standing in for his father in absentia from
(according to my calculations) Amaziah’s fifth year.

Uzziah’s latter days were similar but for a different reason.  He shared the throne with
his son Jotham because he had become leprous, living away from the palace and unable to
perform his kingly role.  Then, Jotham created the same arrangement with his son, as noticed
when an invasion in his day is alternatively described as an attack on Ahaz.  This indicates yet
another overlap.

Dual counting of years with rivals vying for leadership had the same effect on
chronology.  Menahem incurred the wrath of the wealthy classes in Samaria by imposing a tax
to 'buy off' Pul of Assyria, who was threatening to invade.  The political situation in Israel at

2 Kings 14:11-14

2 Kings 15:5

2 K. 15:37, 16:5
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this stage revealed two factions - one which favoured appeasement and the other advocating
resistance against Assyria.  Whether the northern kingdom actually split over the issue during
this crisis has been the subject of controversy.  However, it does seem that Pekah emerged during
the reign of Menahem as leader of the 'resistance' lobby, and that his reign is measured from
there.

So, the practice of co-regency and the occasions of dual rule were not uncommon.
However, a criticism that must be made of Dr. Thiele’s system, with all due respect, concerns
his treatment of Hezekiah’s reign, which is why I offer an alternative chronology for the kings
who ruled between Uzziah and Hezekiah.  That aside, Thiele tracked earlier reigns accurately,
cross-referencing them with identified dates from archaeological finds in Assyria.  For example,
Ahab’s presence at the battle of Qarqar marks the year 853 BC when his son, Ahaziah, took his
throne.  Similarly, Jehu is named on the Black Obelisk of Shalmaneser III, confirming the date
when Jehu slew Joram along with Judah’s Ahaziah as early 841 BC.  From these confirmed
dates a systematic count can be made back to the division of Solomon’s kingdom and forward
to the falls of Samaria and Jerusalem.

See Appendix 1
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The fall of Samaria, is another important anchor date linking Assyrian records to the
Bible, because Shalmaneser V is mentioned in the Bible laying siege.  Scholars have assumed
that he was the one who destroyed it too, hence older commentaries date the event during this
king's reign, somewhere in-between 726 BC - 721 BC.

Difficulties arise, however, because Sargon II claims in his annals that he was the one who
conquered Samaria, not Shalmaneser!  Also, details of Hezekiah's reign fail to match up, and
some chronologies become quite muddled during this period.  It has now been realised that
Shalmaneser died, probably by assassination, at the onset of the campaign.  Sargon took over
and completed the siege of Samaria in 720 BC, taking the credit for its conquest.

A related date, also misplaced, is the invasion of Judah during the third campaign of
Sennacherib.  It has been placed in 701 BC by historians, but this contradicts information we
have of Hezekiah whose fourteenth
year equates to 712/711 BC.
However, research is now com-
ing to light that shows Sen-
nacherib was co-regent with
his father Sargon. In that case,
his campaign against Judah
would have been closer to
the same time that Sargon
conquered Ashdod. This
scenario accords well with
the biblical data as shown on
the timeline below.

2 Kings 18:19

See Appendix 3
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Having thus determined Hezekiah’s reign, the sabbatical timeline comes back into
focus.  His example is significant, because, as a Jubilee Sabbath, it shows how the land lay
fallow for two years in a row, and God expected his people to trust him for their sustenance
until planting and reaping in the third year.  To make matters difficult, the Sabbath year arrived
just after Judah had been invaded by Assyria, so not only did the people have to believe God for
food, but for deliverance as well.  The invasion occurred, as noted, in Hezekiah’s fourteenth
year.  Forty-six towns fell, and Jerusalem came under siege after that.  It was a sabbatical
preceding a ‘fiftieth’ year, and God gave the king a sign:

This shall be the sign for you: this year eat what grows of itself, and in the second year
what springs of the same.  Then in the third year sow and reap and plant vineyards, and
eat their fruit.
No doubt Hezekiah was glad to hear it, but for us today it might be a greater sign than it

was for him; it is tantamount to a guaranteed date!  A ‘seven’ is indicated by the fact that
sowing and reaping were not permitted that year.  A ‘forty-nine’ is indicated by the fact that no
sowing and reaping was permitted the next year either.  God promised the people there would
be enough fruit growing wild to feed them for two.  So the sign describes a 49th year Sabbath
followed by a Jubilee.  A miraculous salvation took place that year and Judah was saved from
doom.

Actually, there are several Sabbath events indicated during the era of the Hebrew
kings.  We have already mentioned the temple dedication Jubilee.  Next, in the third year of
Jehoshaphat, a revival is recorded as follows:

He went out again among the people, from Beersheba to the hill country of Ephraim,
and brought them back to the LORD, the God of their fathers.
What is interesting is that this happened when the book of the law was taken and taught

to the people.  The clue here is the public reading because that is what Moses said should be
done every seventh year, and what the king did was to reinstitute the practice.  Was Jehoshaphat’s
third year a Sabbath?  Yes, it was - 871 BC.

Ahab had two deliverances in a row from Ben-Hadad the Aramean in the years 857
and 856 BC.  Although not recorded as such, these dates coincide with a Sabbatical-Jubilee

See diagram p. 14

2 Kings 18:13

2 Kings 19:29

Leviticus 25:3-7

Lev. 25:11-12

2 Chron. 19:4-11

2 Chron. 17:7-9
Deut. 31:10-12

1 Kings 20
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combination and may be calculated because his treaty with Aram was three years before his
death.  Having said that, he probably never observed the holy year, or thanked God for it.

Another unrecorded Sabbath-Jubilee counts on our timeline to the year 612 BC.  Re-
corded or not, we would like to think King Josiah remembered to keep it.  Surely it did not
pass his notice how on this self-same year Nineveh was destroyed, yes, in the very month that
Jubilee would have been declared!

Jehoiakim's 4th year was 605 BC, and in that year Jeremiah instructed his secretary to read
his scroll on the 'day of Fasting'.  This fast was strictly observed each year on the 10th day of
Tishri, so the event may be dated precisely at 14th  Sept. 605 BC.  Moreover, on this occasion,
in addition to fasting, an important public reading was made in the hearing of all the people

Jeremiah 36:1-6
Leviticus 16:29-31
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who had assembled from the towns and cities of Israel.  Public readings of this kind happened
on the same  month of Tishri, but only on the 7th year.  Of such was this occasion, and it explains
why Jeremiah was so insistent on the reading being made at that time.  It must have been a
Sabbatical year!

Our next Sabbath example is regrettable, but recorded anyway in the reign of Zedekiah,
Judah’s last king.  It would have been 591 BC, being fourteen years after the one previously
mentioned.  It is described by Jeremiah the prophet, and independently dated in Ezekiel’s
account.  Apparently Jeremiah had convinced Zedekiah that he should put into effect the
Sabbath’s ‘release’ provisions but, under pressure from wealthy nobles, the king changed his
mind, forcing the freed slaves back into bondage again.  How incredibly short-sighted they
were considering they themselves were barely four years away from losing everything!

Then there was the Jubilee of 562 BC.  The whole nation was captive in Babylon when
a former king, Jehoiachin, who had been imprisoned 37 years, was suddenly and inexplicably
set free.  No one knows the reason why.  Perhaps he repented since his reign had been a
wicked one; we are not told.  Babylonian tablets mention him – Yaukin (Jehoiachin) of Iahudu
(Judah) – but again, no reason is given for his release.  Amel-Marduk of Babylon would not
have known or cared whether this year was a Jubilee, but God knew, and the implication is
that salvation is a gift, granted in spite of our sins.

This brings us to the famed 70-year prophecy of Jeremiah, and the strange 430 years of
Ezekiel.  What were they counting?

Deut. 31:10-12

See ‘280 Deter-
mined’

Deut. 15:12
Jeremiah 34:8-17

2 Kings 25:27-30

also known as
Evil-Merodack
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Chapter 8

THE PROPHETS SPEAK
What they said about the Count

The prophets were counting something; of that there is no doubt.  When Moses warned
of retribution, he spoke in multiples of seven, and it seems to be more than a figure of speech.

I, will chastise you seven times for your sins ... your land shall be desolate and your
cities waste.  Then the land shall enjoy its sabbaths as long as it lies desolate and you
are in your enemies land; then the land shall rest and enjoy its sabbaths.  As long as
it lies desolate it shall rest - for the time it did not rest on your sabbaths when you
dwelt in it.
Accordingly, by the end of Jeremiah’s ministry 122 Sabbath years and 17 Jubilee years

had passed.  Some of them were observed; some were not.  Some had been fallowed; some had
not.  We don’t know which ones had been kept, but what we do know is that 70 had not, and
that is what Jeremiah had been counting.  The time of reckoning had come.

Now, when Jeremiah spoke of seventy years, it is usually assumed he was speaking of
a single seventy year span.  Actually, his first mention of seventy pertained to the time God
allocated to Babylon.  It was fulfilled to the letter, the great empire lasting from Assyria’s
demise in 609 BC until 539 BC when Babylon itself fell to the Medes and Persians.

Related, but offset from that, was another span of 70 which pertained more specifically
to the desolation of Jerusalem - the enforced rest for those Sabbaticals which had been missed.
Jeremiah had prophesied there would be seventy years of captivity in Babylon during which
time the homeland would lie uninhabited and unproductive.  This period lasted from the siege
of Jerusalem until the second year of Darius, and its end is confirmed by the prophets Haggai
and Zechariah:

Consider from this day onward, from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month.  Since
the day that the foundation of the LORD’s temple was laid, consider: Is the seed yet in
the barn? Indeed, the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have yielded
nothing.  But from this day on I will bless you.

Leviticus 26:28-35

See table
page 15

See timeline
page 47

2 Chronicles 36:21
Jeremiah 29:10

Dec 17 589 BC
Jeremiah 52:1-5

Dec 18 520 BC
Haggai 2:10, 18-19
15 Feb 519 BC
Zechariah 1:7,12



Page 49

the time is fulfilled

Leviticus 26:4-5

Ezekiel 4:4-6

2 Chron. 33:10-16

Timeline showing
empires, reigns, and
Sabbath years during the
inter-testament period,
continued on page 60.

Apparently, Haggai had been counting too, because his confident word of blessing
came directly from the same Leviticus chapter 26 that Jeremiah had drawn his prophecy from.

If you walk in my statutes ... the land shall yield its increase, and the trees of the field
shall yield their fruit. Your threshing shall last to the time of the grape harvest, and the
grape harvest shall last to the time for sowing. And you shall eat your bread to the full
and dwell in your land securely.
Another count of numbers are the ones that the prophet Ezekiel found; 390 years for the

sin of Israel and 40 for the sin of Judah, a total of 430 years.
This is a sign for the house of Israel ... lie on your left side, and place the punishment
of the house of Israel upon it. For the number of the days that you lie on it, you shall
bear their punishment.  For I assign to you a number of days, 390 days, equal to the
number of the years of their punishment. So long shall you bear the punishment of the
house of Israel. And when you have completed these, you shall lie down a second time,
but on your right side, and bear the punishment of the house of Judah. 40 days I assign
you, a day for each year.
At first sight, Ezekiel’s count appears different to what the other prophets were talking

about but, on closer examination, it relates to the same thing.  430 years contain 61 Sabbaths
plus 9 Jubilees; in other words, the seventy occasions when the land had not been rested.

It begs the question, “When were these 430 years?”  Commentaries have offered vari-
ous suggestions, and others have said we have no way of knowing.  However, when we add up
the times of apostasy and rebellion, they do indeed tally with Ezekiel’s figures.  Please review
the timeline diagrams from Moses to the fall of Samaria and notice the recorded times of
backsliding.  In the case of Judah’s sin, it probably referred to the reign of Manasseh up until
his repentance.

40 years - Wilderness disobedience
8 years - Aram’s oppression
18 years - Moabite oppression
20 years - Jabin’s oppression
7 years - Midianite oppression
49 years - Ammon and Philistine (overlapped)
37 years - Saul (from his rejection as king)
211 years - Jeroboams sin (to fall of Samaria)
390 years - Israel’s backsliding
40 years - Judah’s backsliding
430 years - TOTAL
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The prophets were not unaware of each other’s revelations, and studied to understand
what they meant.  It was Jeremiah’s prediction of seventy years that the prophet Daniel was
contemplating when, in the year 538 BC, he saw a vision.  He had been praying, fasting,
confessing his sins and interceding on behalf of the nation when the angel Gabriel appeared to
him.  Gabriel did not speak in riddles; he did not speak in mysteries.  He literally gave Daniel
the answer to the questions being asked.  Yes, the desolation of Jerusalem would continue into
the new Persian period, even though Babylon had fallen.  After that, however, would come a
royal decree introducing an even greater countdown than the one Jeremiah had predicted.

Two things should be remembered here:  First of all, the countdown was given to
Daniel with utmost precision.  It was an atonement clock!  Anyone who understands this
finds himself counting on God’s timetable, no less!  Secondly, Gabriel’s information was not
an arbitrary ‘one-off’ number.  Daniel’s 70 weeks were not mystically revealed by the angel as
something new and unrelated. They were intrinsically linked into the cycles discussed here in
this book.

After Daniel came the year, 465 BC, and a Persian king, Artaxerxes by name, was
crowned on a ‘Grand Jubilee.  This second-to-last ‘Grand Jubilee’ wasn’t as spectacular as
Solomon’s previous one when the priests could not stand for the glory of the Lord, but it was
significant none the less.

Who was this man?  Was he the son of Esther the Jewess?  What we do know from
historical records is that his father Xerxes, Esther’s husband, died in December 465 BC and
Artaxerxes succeeded him.  Now, that date is unusual because it happened on one of those rare
years which started in Tishri, as opposed to normal years which began in Nisan.  It is the
reason why biblical writers count Artaxerxes’ regnal year from Tishri to Tishri rather than
from Nisan to Nisan as Persian historians would have done.  Please examine the “1st years” on
the Persian timeline (page 48-49) and notice how this king is offset to the middle of the year in
much the same way as Jewish kings used to be.  This may seem a small matter, but it affects
key Bible dates related to his reign.

After Artaxerxes’ accession came our repeating “70th week”, ending on the Sabbath of
458 BC.  It was followed by 457 BC which began the new cycle.

Daniel 9:2

See ‘280 Deter-
mined’

1 Kings 8:10

Esther 1:1-3

See ‘Year of
Jubilee’

See Appendix 5
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Chapter 9

Daniel 9:25

69 7=483

Isaiah 44:26-28

Antiquites of the
Jews,  Josephus

Book X1, chap 1

Isaiah 45:13
Ezra 1:1-4

Daniel 6:12-15

DANIEL’S SEVENTY WEEKS
        Most Amazing Prediction Ever

God’s ancient calendar holds the secret to calculating the prophecy of the 70 weeks.
This is the ‘seventy’, the last of four ‘seventies’ that count down to Messiah. However, before
we look at it more closely, we need to resolve a long-standing debate over which decree to
count from.  The prophecy says he would be revealed at the end of the 69th week.

Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the command to restore
and build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, there shall be seven weeks and sixty two
weeks.
The problem is that three decrees were issued.  It would make life simpler if there was

only one, because all we would need to do is count forward 69 weeks (483 years) and the
answer would be there.  Either Messiah came or he did not.  But there were three decrees and
people have to choose which one marks the commencement date from which to count.

The decrees were made by three Persian Emperors: Cyrus, Darius and Artaxerxes in the
years BC 538, 520 BC, and 457 BC respectively.  Since it requires 483 years from the decree
until Messiah, let us examine each one of them to see which one is correct.

Cyrus the Great was the founder of the Persian Empire; it was he who conquered
Babylon in 539 BC.  Earlier prophets had spoken of this monarch even before he was born,
and one would assume his decree must have been the one referred to.  Indeed, the prophecy of
Isaiah concerning Cyrus was stunning in its own right, for he was mentioned by name two
hundred years before his birth.  The historian Josephus records that when Cyrus was shown
the words concerning himself, he was so impressed by “the divine power, that an earnest
desire and ambition seized upon him to fulfil what was so written.  So he called for the most
eminent Jews that were in Babylon, and said to them that he gave them leave to go back to
their own country to rebuild their city Jerusalem and the temple of God, and for that he would
be their assistant …”

Notice, “rebuild the city and temple ...” Both aspects were included in the decree,
although, the temple was naturally of first importance.  Cyrus’ decree fits the description, but
our problem is that when we add 483 years to 538 BC, we arrive at a year of no particular
significance. Did an anointed prince appear in 55 BC? No, nothing of interest happened at all.

The second decree was issued by Darius, and his name brings to mind an earlier story of
the king who had Daniel thrown to the lions.  He carried out the punishment, not because he
wanted to, but because the law of the Medes and the Persians could not be revoked!  This
famous incident provides an unexpected clue to understanding which decree should be associ-
ated with the prophecy of the ‘weeks’.  It reminds us that decrees did not change from one
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emperor to the next and shows that Darius’ decree was not a new one at all; it was really a
repeat of Cyrus’, re-decreed in accordance with Persian law.

Nevertheless, when we add 483 years to 520 BC, we still arrive at a year where nothing
of significance happened - 37 BC.  Obviously the countdown does not begin with Darius
either.

Nearly sixty years elapsed from Darius during which time the temple was completed,
but rebuilding of Jerusalem’s infrastructure had to wait until Artaxerxes ratified the decree
again in his seventh year.  According to the Hebrew calendar, this date was 457 BC, and Ezra
says it happened on the “first day of the first month in the seventh year of King Artaxerxes.”

Now, when we count forward 483 years from 1 Nisan 457 BC, it comes out at 1 Nisan
AD 27 - the time Jesus began his public ministry.  When one considers how Daniel first
predicts the decree nearly a century before it happened, then proceeds to telescope another 69
weeks further, we find a supernatural fulfilment of the ‘times’ in Jesus of Nazareth.  Add that
to the unlikely chance of a decree occurring on the cusp of a grand Jubilee cycle, and it cannot
be brushed aside.  These ‘coincidences’ defy the odds and provide powerful testimony to the
identity of the Christ.

Ezra 6:1-15

Ezra 7:7-26

See Appendix 5

See ‘Year of
Jubilee’
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Even so, the original question remains.  What of the other two decrees?  Actually, all
three are correct.  This is even stated in Ezra 6:14:

And the elders of the Jews built and prospered through the prophesying of Haggai the
prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. They finished their building by decree of the
God of Israel and by decree of Cyrus and Darius and Artaxerxes king of Persia.
This clear statement of scripture cuts right through the endless arguments, disagree-

ments, wrangling, books and debates claiming one decree is the ‘most correct’ and all others
are wrong etc.  The simple truth is they are the same decree; they are all correct.

The prophet Daniel makes it quite clear that his vision follows the earlier prophecy of
Jeremiah, and when understood in that context we see a single decree issued in series and
linked together in logical order.  First, Cyrus issued the decree when Babylon fell just as
Jeremiah said it would.  Second, Darius’ proclamation came between September - December
520 BC, marking the completion of Jerusalem’s seventy-year desolation.  Third came Artax-
erxes’ decree in the year 457 BC.  It started the new era of God’s background Jubilee clock,
which had been ticking independently since before the nation began.  Count from here!

Ezra 6:14

Daniel 9:2

See ‘Reign of
Kings’

See diagram
page 27
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Daniel 9:27

son of emperor
Vespasian

At this point, it is necessary to clear up a misunderstanding concerning the 70th week.  It
has been widely taught by modern preachers and popular books that the ‘coming prince’
spoken about refers to the final Antichrist.  The story goes that the clock stopped after the 69th

week and the last week - the 70th - has been projected forward 2000 years into the future, after
which it resumes when Antichrist is revealed.  In the middle of this seven-year period he is
supposed to enter a rebuilt Jewish temple and put an end to animal sacrifice, an act of desecration
which (they say) is the ‘abomination’ mentioned in verse 27.

This theory is wrong.  Apart from the obvious difficulty of jamming a two-thousand
year wedge into God’s timeline, it confuses the prophecy’s real intent.  The passage is all
about atonement, not second coming.  The temple is ‘rejected’ not ‘desecrated’.  The over-
spreading abomination was the continuance of sacrifice after it was supposed to stop.  The
central person is Christ, not Antichrist, and the prince who was to come refers to Titus, who
came forty years after the ‘weeks’ were over.

The traditional view of this passage, held by the Church until last century, was the
correct one all along.  Christ is the one who confirms the covenant!  Christ is the one who

Modern Futurist Interpretation
After the sixty-two weeks Messiah (Jesus)
shall be cut off, but not for himself; and the
people (Roman troops in ad 70) of the prince
who is to come (Antichrist, from revived
roman empire) shall destroy the city and the
sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood,
and till the end of the war desolations are
determined.

He (future Antichrist) shall confirm a covenant
with many for one week; but in the middle of
the week (3½ yrs after his treaty) shall bring
an end to sacrifice and offering. (temple
desecrated) And on the wing of abomina-
tions (situated in a wing of the temple) shall
be one who makes desolate, (Antichrist’s
abomination) even until the consummation,
which is determined, is poured out on the
desolate. (judgement on Antichrist)

Historical Christian Interpretation
After the sixty-two weeks Messiah (Jesus)
shall be cut off, but not for himself; and the
people (Roman troops in ad 70) of the prince
who is to come (Titus, a roman general
and prince) shall destroy the city and the
sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood,
and till the end of the war desolations are
determined.

He (Messiah) shall confirm a covenant with
many for one week; but in the middle of the
week (3½ yrs after his revealing) shall bring
an end to sacrifice and offering. (temple
curtain torn) And on the wing of abomina-
tions (ongoing sacrifice an abomination) shall
be one who makes desolate, (Titus destroys
temple) even until the consummation, which
is determined, is poured out on the desolate.
(judgement on Jerusalem)

Dan 9:26,27 (N.K.J.Version, bracketed notes added)
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causes sacrifice to cease!  Christ is the one who makes the temple obsolete!  Is this what
happened?  It surely did.  In the midst of the 70th week – in the very midst – God caused the
great curtain of the temple to be torn from top to bottom indicating that sacrifice (as far as He
was concerned) had come to an end.  The atonement was complete!  Shortly afterward the
‘other prince’, Titus the Roman, came and destroyed the temple altogether.

Please examine the text in the box opposite comparing the alternative notes, and notice
how naturally the historical explanation flows into events as they unfolded.  For example, the
destruction is attributed to “the people of the prince,” not to the prince himself.  Such a distinc-
tion would be superfluous, if it were not for the fact that Titus had instructed his troops to
preserve the temple, but they disobeyed orders and torched it anyway.  The people of the
prince did it!

A further objection to Titus is that he does not fit descriptions of Antichrist, nor did he
install an ‘abomination’ in the temple.  However, it is an assumption to expect he would do
this in the first place.  Yes, scripture does speak of a future ‘Man of Sin’, but the reference to
him is found in chapter 7 of Daniel’s book, not chapter 9, which is to do with Messiah’s
atonement and the abolition of the old method of atonement.  The separate visions contained
in Daniel’s writings should not be muddled together.

Another objection sometimes raised is, “How can the 70th week stretch over forty years
to include the events of Christ’s ministry as well as the destruction of Jerusalem?”  The answer
is quite simple.  The fall of Jerusalem and destruction of the temple did not take place within
the actual seventy weeks; the prophet was simply providing information of the aftermath to
the weeks in order to explain what the eventual outcome would be.

In conclusion then, Daniel’s 70 weeks run from the reissue of Cyrus’ decree by Artax-
erxes in 457 BC.  They proceed to the 69th week with John’s announcement of the kingdom
and the anointing of Jesus of Nazareth by the Holy Spirit at his baptism.  A final Jubilee week
ending AD 34 saw the confirming of the covenant - the atoning work of Christ, his sacrifice
and the founding of the Kingdom of God.

These events happened more than five centuries after they were revealed by the prophet
Daniel, making his prediction the most amazing of all time.  The prophecy locates the middle
of the 70

th
 week when Jesus Christ died on the Cross.  The ‘seventy’ was also locked into a

network of Sabbaths and Jubilees stemming back to the patriarch Jacob who first saw a stair-
way to heaven – free access to the presence of God.  Such is the precision of the Atonement
Clock.

AD 30

AD 70

See Appendix 5

See ‘Starting
Point’
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Romans 4:15
Romans 5:13

Romans 2:12

Galatians 3:24-25
Romans 8:1

Isaiah 53:5

Galatians 3:19

1 John 1:8-9

Hebrews chs.
8,9,10

Chapter 10

DEALING WITH SIN
What the Cross Achieved

Forget the ‘clock’ for a moment and stop to consider with awe the magnitude of God’s
atonement.  Transgression is finished!  This is the legal basis of justification.  Transgression

was finished at the Cross for all who believe!  Does
that mean no one sinned after the Cross?  Of course
not, but transgression only exists if there is law to break.
Where no law exists, there is no transgression either.
True, unbelievers will be held accountable for their sin,
whether they are under law or not.  But the systematic
code of written law, as given to Moses, has been
abolished!  Therefore, when the accuser brings his
charge against a believer, God throws it out because
that man belongs under grace. He is no longer under
the former law, and for him the law has no authority to
condemn.

This is an astonishing concept.  If a believer sins, how can there be no transgression?  It
is because God does not impute (charge) sin to his account.  Let it not be said, however, that
He cheapens justice by flicking pardons with no respect to law at all.  “But He (Christ) was
wounded for our transgressions.”  What happened was that up until the Cross, the law re-
quired mandatory judgment upon all who transgressed it.  After the atonement, however, after
Messiah met the law’s demands - he effectively ended the law for those who believe, because
his sacrifice paid the penalty for all transgression over all time.

Next, having satisfied the requirements of justice, God made an end of sins.  No, we
are not saying that sin does not happen.  On the contrary; “If we say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” What scripture means by “ending sin” is that “if
we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.”

It needs to be remembered that no amount of confession under the old covenant took
sins away. Animal sacrifice under this covenant only covered sin, the temple being a ‘con-
tainer’ holding the accumulated guilt of those who sacrificed there.  Year after year the Day of
Atonement was repeated, the volume of sin expanded and the covering was extended for yet
another year.

To the one who does not work but
believes in him who justifies the
ungodly, his faith is counted as
righteousness, just as David also
speaks of the blessing of the one to
whom God counts righteousness
apart from works: "Blessed are those
whose lawless deeds are forgiven,
and whose sins are covered; blessed
is the man against whom the Lord
will not count his sin."
(Romans 4:5-8)
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When Jesus died there was already an accumulated heap of guilt, so Daniel’s reference
to “making an end of sins” meant exactly that.  Christ’s Cross took it away allowing the Old
Testament saints to inherit the promise even though they lived before the New Testament had
begun.

Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may
receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems
them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant.
The Cross of Christ atones for sin retrospectively and in advance.  God knew those who

saw in their offerings the shadow of a greater sacrifice to come, and God knows those who
look back to the Cross in faith.  For both of them, the blood of Jesus purifies from all sin.

Daniel 9:24
John 1:29
1 John 3:5

Hebrews 9:26

Hebrews 9:15

1 John 1:7

SHADOW of the CROSS
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Now, with the problem of transgression and sin dealt with, we are able to be reconciled
to God.  Reconciliation is what Jacob saw when he had the vision of heaven open and a
stairway between heaven and earth with angels of God ascending and descending.  Man is
reconciled to God – at one again – after being cast out of Eden; a path between man and his
maker is provided.

This is what Daniel saw when he wrote in step by step order:
Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for your holy city ...
1.  to finish the transgression,
2.  to make an end of sins,
3.  to make reconciliation for iniquity ...

That is not all!  The prophet continues:  Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for
your holy city ...

4.  to bring in everlasting righteousness.
5.  to seal up vision and prophecy,
6.  and to anoint the Most Holy.
These final three clauses of Daniel’s prophecy have been subject to confusion because

commentators have focused on second coming theories, failing to recognise the centrality of
the Cross in Bible prophecy.  What could ‘everlasting righteousness’ possibly mean, they ask,
except the millennial reign of Christ?  They miss the point.

Everlasting righteousness!  Speaking of it, Isaiah said, “The righteous one, my serv-
ant, shall make many to be accounted righteous.”  Paul put it this way, “By the one man’s
obedience the many will be made righteous ... For our sake he made him to be sin who knew
no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”  It is wonder enough that
God does not impute sin to the believer’s account, but what is even more astonishing is that He
actually credits to our account the righteousness of Christ instead.  And the promise is now!  It
is not a dream for some future age to come.

The final two objectives were achieved following the Cross and by the conclusion
of the 70th week.  To ‘seal up vision and prophecy’ is speaking of the authentication and
completion of Messiah’s ministry.  This is not meant to infer that prophecy (per se) has ended,
or that nothing of future events can be anticipated in the sense that a Preterist might under-
stand it.  But ‘vision and prophecy’, in the context given, relates to the messianic purpose
which was fulfilled in Jesus Christ and sealed when the times in question were completed.  As
for last-day events predicted in the book of Revelation, these are independent of the atone-
ment and correspond to Daniel chapter seven, not to Daniel chapter nine.  Bible students,
therefore, need to discern which area of prophecy has been sealed up and which has not.

Colossians 1:21-22

See ‘Starting
Point’

Daniel 9:24 NKJV

Isaiah 53:11

Romans 5:18-19
2 Cor 5:21
Hebrews 10:14

Luke 18:31
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Lastly, the ‘weeks’ finish with the anointing of the most holy.  Again, this has been
subject to misunderstanding with arguments as to whether it refers to Jesus’ anointing or to a
temple yet un-built.  A point often made is how the ‘most holy’ is speaking of a place, not of a
person.  To understand this phrase properly we need to consider the tabernacle of Moses and
see how it was anointed originally.  Indeed, the structure was anointed with holy oil along with
every item of furniture, and finally the priests were anointed as well.  Therefore, ‘to anoint the
most holy’ means to consecrate the temple in its entirety, both place as well as person.

Please note that the consecration of the priests took seven days.  This represents the
years required to anoint God's temple not made by man’s hands, that is, Jesus and His church.
They go together.  He is the foundation; we are the stones. He is the head; we are the body. It
is a single holy temple extending from heaven to earth, anointed during the span of the 70th

week.  Accordingly, Jesus was anointed at his baptism, and then the temple was raised up after
his sacrificial death.  Next, the Church was anointed at Pentecost, and finally the completed
Church was anointed when the Gentiles were grafted in.  Thus, the ‘most holy’ is indeed a
temple, though not a physical building.  Nor is it solely the person of Christ, but is the anointed
manifestation of Christ together with His Church.

To summarise, the Cross of Christ achieved these things:
  First, it finished transgression for those who believe, so the demands of law do not

have to be charged against them.
  Second, it made an end of sins by removing the accumulated sin temporarily covered

under the old covenant, as well as removing in advance sin committed under the new
covenant.
  Third, it reconciled us to God whose justice was satisfied by the propitiatory sacrifice

of his Son.
  Fourth, it enabled the righteousness of Christ to be credited to those that believe on

him irrespective of the wrongs they may have done.
 Fifth, it sealed the vision, authenticating Jesus as the One from God and his ministry

as the fulfilment of the promise.
  Sixth, it raised and anointed a new temple, the Church, holy to the Lord, not made by

man’s hands.

Qodesh qodesh
(Hebrew)

Exodus 30:22-31
Leviticus 8

Leviticus 8:33

Ephesians 2:19-22

AD 26
AD 30
AD 33
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Deut. 31:10-12

Deut 15:1

Nehemiah 8:2

Daniel 9:24-25

UNDERSTANDING THE SILENCE
The Final 490-year Era

Our fourth and final 490-year era extends from the aforementioned decree in 457 BC.
Near its commencement we find a strong anchor point confirming historical dates of the
Sabbath years.  It is deduced from the practice laid down by Moses to read the law to the
whole congregation of Israel once every seven years, and was perhaps the most comprehen-
sive effort made to follow the sacred regulations.  On this occasion Ezra the scribe read God’s
word daily throughout the feast of booths.  The people wept; the people rejoiced; debts were
cancelled (another indication of it being a Sabbath), and a profound revival broke out.  The
dates surrounding this revival are very specific and can be tracked on the lunar as well as
Julian calendars to 26th September in the Sabbath year of 444 BC.

However, from the start of the count there is a curious description which has puzzled
Bible students.  Daniel uses the wording, “seven weeks plus sixty-two plus one.”  Why doesn’t
he simply say seventy and be done with it?  Some suggest the first seven ‘sevens’ is stated this
way so we, the readers, associate the prophecy with the Jubilee system. However, that ought
to be obvious anyway.  The word ‘week’ is translated directly from the Hebrew word ‘shabuwa’
meaning, ‘seven’.  Although it can mean seven days, it also means seven years and that is what

it was in this case, a heptad of seven years. These are
mentioned in Deuteronomy chapter 15.  When a group
of seven years is multiplied by seven again they form
a block of 49 years. Thus Gabriel was saying: Seventy
weeks (490 years) are determined for your people and
for your holy city ... Know therefore and understand,
that from the going forth of the command to restore
and build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, there
shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks.

Terms Used

‘shabuwa’ (heb) week or period of seven.
‘heptad’ (eng) any group of seven things.

‘shemitah’ (heb) 7th yr of sabbatic cycle.
‘sabbatical year’ (english)

‘yovel’ (heb) 50th year of sabbatic cycle.
‘jubilee’ (english)

Chapter 11
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Some others say of the first ‘seven weeks’ that it meant it would take 49 years for the
city to be rebuilt.  It is known that rebuilding was delayed by ‘troubled times’, so much so that
the Emperor had to dispatch Nehemiah to Jerusalem to kick-start the stalled project thirteen
years after he made the decree.  However, the rest of Nehemiah’s account suggests that the
cities and towns were established quickly after that.

A better explanation of the seven weeks is that they end with the final prophet Malachi,
whose ministry came slightly after Nehemiah, and after which the Old Testament prophets fell
silent.  He was the last; there were no more; the canon was complete!  So, I believe the first
stage of Daniel’s 70 weeks predicted the closing of the remaining prophets, closing, as best as
we can judge, after the Sabbath of 409 BC.  They end their words with a promise:

Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the
Lord comes.  And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of
children to their fathers.
Then came the 62 weeks.  These were the 434 ‘silent years’ after which a new kind of

prophet would appear.  402 BC was the end of the eighth week;  395 BC the end of the ninth;
388 BC was the end of the tenth; 381 BC was the end of the eleventh … The Shemitah ticked

7 7=49

Nehemiah 2

Nehemiah 11

Against Apion 1:8
Josephus

Malachi 4:5-6

62 7=434
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on through the empires of Persia and Greece during the silent years.  Then, as suddenly as the
‘old’ had ceased, the prophetic voice resumed with the same message from which it had
ended:

The angel said to him, “... your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his
name John ... He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb.
And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God.  He will also go
before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared
for the Lord.”

Luke 1:5-17

THE GREEK EMPIRE
The great horn was broken, and instead of
it there came up four conspicuous horns.

(Daniel 8:8)
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So, the ‘62 weeks’ were the link between Old and New Testaments.  However, during
this long era an odd thing happened to the Hebrew calendar.  Since coming out of Egypt the
people of God had faithfully observed Abib as the first month.  “This month shall be for you
the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you,” but somewhere in the
‘silence’ Jubilee stopped, and New Year become Rosh Hashanah - the 1st of Tishri.  What
happened?

Yes, Judah’s kings formerly reckoned their reigns from the seventh month of the year,
but Abib was still considered the first month.  Yes, it is true that the 1

st
 of Tishri became ‘New

Year’s Day’ when it fell on a Jubilee, but that was only true each fiftieth year; it reset itself
afterward.

We don’t know exactly when the changes took place but it seems Jubilee stopped soon
after Nehemiah.  I suspect the last observance was 415 BC.  As for the New Year change, it
would have come soon after that.  Hecataeus of Abdera, a Greek historian who lived during
the conquests of Alexander, is credited with saying, “Under the rule of nations during latter
times, namely, Persians and Macedonians ... the Jews greatly modified the traditions of their
fathers”.

Edersheim adds, “after their return from exile, the Jews dated their years according to
the Seleucidic era.”  It is known that the Seleucid New Year was Dios, the Greek equivalent to
Tishri.  Also, the Dead Sea Scrolls reveal a serious debate concerning changes to the inter-
testament period calendar.

All the children of Israel will forget and will not find the path of the years, and will
forget the new moons, and seasons, and Sabbaths, and they will wrongly determine all
the order of the years. For this reason the years will come upon them when they disturb
the order ... they will go wrong as to the months and sabbaths and feasts and jubilees.
From these quotes, I estimate the New Year change happened

in the 3rd century BC.  In any case, the vertical bars in our timeline
continue to measure years from Nisan to Nisan.  (Tishri reckoning is
indicated by dotted lines)  This is because we are searching ‘the
times’ as God meant them to be, not as people muddled it, because
His timetable never changed one bit!

Exodus 12:2

Diodorus
Siculus 40:31

The Temple,
Alfred Edersheim
Chap X, page 204

Jubilees 6:33-37

Abib name
changed to Nisan

The original luni-solar
system is explained in
chapter 3, page 17,
‘Ancient Hebrew
Calendar’.
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The upshot for us today is that some intertestamental events quoted as having happened
on a Sabbath really took place a few months outside of the proper Nisan to Nisan Sabbath,
thereby obscuring our understanding of the times.  For example during the war of the Macca-
bees:

They came forth out of the city, because they had no victuals, being shut up there, for
it was the year of rest to the land.  And the king took Bethsura: and he placed there a
garrison to keep it.
Bethsura surrendered to the Greek army before Tishri 163 BC, ostensibly the Sabbath, but

in actual fact slightly after its proper ending earlier in the spring.  By understanding this fine
distinction we are able to track the original Sabbath cycle - Nisan 164 BC to Nisan 163 BC.
This was the correct year!

It may be of interest to note how the crisis during that block of seven corresponds with
the 42nd week of Daniel.  Allowing for the changes to the calendar, 157 BC was the end of the
43rd week; 150 BC the end of the 44th week; 143 BC was the end of the 45th; 136 BC was the
end of the 46th.  The ‘silent years’ (so called) did not need to speak, because the countdown in
itself was the word of the Lord.

This also explains why so many people at the time of Jesus were expecting the appear-
ance of Messiah.  They had been counting the weeks.  As early as Jesus’ birth there were
people looking forward to his appearance, and by the time of John the Baptist, Messiah was
widely anticipated.  The question asked by John’s followers, “Are You the Expected One,
or shall we look for someone else?” underscores this anticipation.  It also explains the content
of some of the Dead Sea scrolls discovered in caves in 1947. We remember them for their
ancient Old Testament fragments but what is not so well known is that they were filled with
calculations.  What were they counting?  Jubilees … sevens … weeks.

Many in Jesus’ day would have realised the 69th week was getting close.  Thus, the word
of the Lord came to John the son of Zechariah and the prophetic voice recommenced. “The
time is at hand!”  The Holy Spirit illuminated to his spirit what he had been counting.  Shortly
after, Jesus announced, “The time is fulfilled,” indicating the start of the 70th week had  been
reached.  Later his cry would be, “It is finished!” because it had reached the middle of the
week - atonement - the completion forever of sacrifice.

Maccabees 6:49-53

March 164/163
See timeline

March 157/156
etc.

Luke 2:38
John 1:19-24
Luke 3:15
Matt. 11:3 NASB

Matt. 3:2,    AD 26

Mark 1:15,  AD 27

John 19:20,  AD 30
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Tragically, the Jewish leaders rejected their
‘Anointed One’.  It defies belief to read how hard-hearted
they became in their denial of the Christ.  Rabbis began
forbidding people to count the weeks of Daniel. The rabbi
of Gemara placed the following curse on fellow country-
men who calculated the year of the coming of Messiah:

May the bones shake of those, who calculate the times
... Perish all those who calculate the end, for men will
say, since the predicted end is here and the Messiah
has not come, he will never come!
Jewish Scholars in the middle ages, knowing that the secrets of redemption and the

messianic times lay hidden in the book of Daniel, tried to prevent its study by referring to the
above curse.  Moses Maimonides, who was a rabbi and doctor and probably one of the most
influential medieval Jewish philosophers said:

Similarly, one should not try to calculate the appointed time (for the coming of
Mashiach). Our sages declared: “May the spirits of those who attempt to calculate the
final time of Mashiach’s coming expire!”  Rather, one should await his coming and
believe in the general conception of the matter, as we have explained.
Indeed, it defies belief to learn that the modern Hebrew calendar was created on a scam,

carefully fabricated to conceal the truth.  The chronology of the Persian Empire period was
shortened by 164 years in order to fudge the messianic countdown as foretold by Daniel.
Fiddling historical information is not new unfortunately, but this example is perhaps the
biggest rewrite of its kind for the purpose of obscuring the facts.

The Seder Olam (Book of the Order of the World) was published by Rabbi Yose ben
Halafta in the second century as a chronology of the world from Adam until that day.  Thus the
current year (2014 AD) is recorded as 5774 AM on the Jewish calendar, which immediately
raises questions, because other chronologists (for example James Ussher) obtained their infor-
mation from the same source yet their figures don’t match.  Why?  The destruction of the first
temple is recorded in the Seder Olam as 3338 AM (423 BC) but historians assure us it was
really 587 BC.  Why the difference?

Sanhedrin 97b

AD1135 - 1204

Mishneh Torah of
the Rambam

Our Rabbis taught: in the seven
year cycle at the end of which the
son of David will come-in the first
year, this verse will be fulfilled:
And I will cause it to rain upon
one city and cause it not to rain
upon another city.

(Sanhedrin, Folio 97a)
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While there are minor differences in the Genesis account, the major one is the 164 years
mentioned above in the era of the Medes and Persians.  Such a discrepancy is astonishing!
The Seder Olam records only five Persian kings.  There were ten.  It depicts the worldwide
Persian Empire as lasting only 52 years – miles out – and again, the question has to be asked,
why?  The reason is this: The national calendar of the Jewish nation was altered to conceal
from its own people that the prophets pointed to Jesus of Nazareth.  Instead, according to the
Seder Olam, Daniel’s prophecy of the 70 weeks counted down to Simon Bar Kokhba, a
revolutionary whom the Rabbis chose in preference to the anointed of God!

Counting ‘weeks’ has raised the hackles of others too.  Atheists and liberal Christians
have targeted the book of Daniel more than any other book for critical analysis.  Late dating -
setting back the date of its composition - is their objective and for no other reason, it seems,
except to avoid the implications of an early authorship.  If the book was written in the 530’s
BC as indicated by the author, then its contents are predictive.  Now that is the rub.  Atheists
don’t believe in future predictions, so they advance theories as to how it might have been
written after the events had happened, twisting it to appear historical, not prophetical.

Their usual arguments are that Daniel was penned by more than one person and that the
predictive parts were written at the time of Antiochus Epiphanes. (167-164 BC)  But these
conclusions are speculative and lack credibility.  When conservative scholars point out their
weaknesses the naysayers become shrill and fall back on their real objection; that it’s not
possible to predict future events!

That is to be expected one might suppose.  However, the most surprising opponents of
this study are Christians themselves, those who wring their hands when debate threatens the
peace between brothers.  “I’m a ‘pan-millennialist’ someone says, “Everything will ‘pan out’
in the end.”  They trivialise, forgetting what Jesus said, “Whoso readeth, let him understand.”

One gets the feeling that when you pull out a calculator and open the scriptures pointing
to the Atonement Clock every voice is raised in clamour, “Do not count the weeks!  Do not
open hidden things or understand secret times that count down to the One.”

AD 135

Matthew 24:15
KJV



Page 67

the time is fulfilled

Eusebius
Book 3, ch 7

Annals of the
World

James Ussher

John 2:13-20

Chapter 12

NAILING THE CROSS
      Centre-point of Prophecy

There is a reason why some important timelines have gone unnoticed.  It is because the
centre point of prophecy has been undefined, the crucifixion date uncertain.  Early historians
must have known it though.  Eusebius, bishop of Caesarea, mentions the destruction of the
temple (AD 70) occurring 40 years after Christ’s death.

What seems to have happened is that during the Roman persecutions, followed by the
fall of the Roman Empire and other tumultuous periods, some records were lost.  For example,
the modern calendar was based on Christ’s birth being AD 1.  We now know this is five years
out.  Even the respected Archbishop Ussher had slight discrepancies, placing the death of our
Lord as AD 33 and the Exodus at 1491 BC.  Bible commentaries have relied on information
which varied, and for that reason the linkage between key prophetic dates has not been apparent.

This is no truer than in the case of the Cross.  Until recently, there was little agreement
about the date.  Experts differed from approximately AD 27 to AD 36 as to when it happened,
and followers said it didn’t matter much anyway.  It does matter.  The Cross of Christ was the
apex of human history.  His sacrifice was the fulfilment of what was written.  Entire prophetic
systems stand or fall on correct timing as it concerns the chronology of the Cross.  So when,
exactly, was it?

An obvious reference is John 2:13-20.  This was the occasion when Jesus claimed he
would rebuild the temple within three days, to which the Jews replied, “it has taken forty-six
years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?"  This discussion took place
early in Christ’s ministry, shortly after his first miracle, and it was Passover time.  Therefore,
since it was the first year of his ministry, it would have been exactly three years prior to the
last Passover.  This information enables precision dating of Christ’s death because Herod
began construction of the temple in 20 BC.  20 BC plus 46 comes out as AD 27.  Add three
more years and what have we got?  Passover (April) AD 30!

A problem for New Testament readers, however, is that it was said in connection with

Authors Note

Messiahs ministry began on the
1st Nisan 27 AD, his death ended
animal sacrifice on the 15th Nisan
30 AD, and the count of weeks
ended on the 29th Adar 34 AD,

It is my belief that animal sacrifice
and the Sabbatical years were not
meant to be continued past these
dates in order to atone for sins or
to calculate end-time events.
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Jesus clearing the temple, an event which the synoptic gospels place at his death.  By placing
it at the start of his ministry, John’s gospel has been adjudged by some to have been “written
out of sequence.”  This conclusion has led them to believe that Jesus’ ministry might have
only been one or two years, since the temple incidents were (they say) the same Passover.

The truth is, John's gospel offers step by step, order-of-event information that fits
perfectly well with the other gospels when properly understood.  The difference is that Mat-
thew, Mark and Luke leave a gap between Jesus’ desert temptation and his Galilean ministry.
They do not enumerate his early work in Judea during the spring of AD 27 whereas John
does, and it was during this period that a first ‘temple clearing’ took place.

St. John begins by pinpointing the first Passover then his narrative continues in the
order things happened. Yes, he omits things, selecting miracles that fit his theme but not
out of sequence as the temple story has been supposed. In chapter five, Jesus went again to
Jerusalem to the next public festival. It would have been the ‘feast of Tabernacles’ since that
was in October AD 27, following in natural sequence from the Passover in April.

Then, in chapter six the second Passover, April AD 28, is referenced. Its context with
the ‘feeding of the 5000’ anchors the middle of Jesus’ ministry to a solid date since this
miracle was recorded by all four gospels.

The feast of Tabernacles comes around again in October AD 28. As we might expect, it
is the subject of chapter seven. And it seems as if Jesus remained in Judea from October until
December AD 28 because the narrative continues through to the winter festival of Hanukkah.
After that, Jesus went across the Jordan River into Perea, and “here he stayed.”  Notice, he did
not pass through this place but lodged and taught there, making the time early AD 29.

See ‘Temple
Contradiction’
page 104

between vs. 11/12
(Matt. 4)

John 20:30-31

John 5:1

John 6:1-13

John 7-10

John 10:40
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During this period, Jesus heard of the death of a dear friend and said, “Let us go back to
Judea.”  So, when did Lazarus die? Was it before the AD 29 year Passover or afterwards? We
can't say exactly, but what we do know is that after Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, he and
his disciples left Judea again, changed house again, and resided in yet another village.  By this
time, Passover would have been and gone, and it would have been about mid AD 29.

At this point, Luke provides a most interesting detail.  He relates how, “there were some
present at that very time who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled
with their sacrifices.”  Galileans who could afford to do so, tried to attend the temple in
Jerusalem for annual festivals.  Therefore, this incident would have been either Passover or
Tabernacles AD 29, because, if it had happened in the previous year, it would have no longer
been such ‘news of the day.’

So, apparently Jesus did not go to the third Passover.  He didn’t go to AD 29 Tabernacles
either and the reason was this: the Jews were trying to kill him, and he didn’t want to be killed
... yet.  The reason he didn't want to be killed ‘yet,’ was because it was not the right ‘time.’  On
one occasion Jesus had said:

 “I am not going up to this feast, for my time has not yet fully come.”
However, when his last year arrived, his words changed to:

“My time is at hand. I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.”
The fourth Passover was April AD 30, and it was his last supper, recorded in detail from

John chapter twelve as well as by Matthew, Mark and Luke. Is the date right? It surely is. Did
St. John contradict the synoptic writers? On the contrary! He provided the chronological frame-
work which confirms the fulfilment of the 31/2 year ‘half-week’ of Daniel’s seventieth week!

John 11:7

John 11:54

Luke 13:1

John 7:8

Matt. 26:18

Daniel 9:27
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Apart from the timeline, modern research has enabled us through astronomical and
computer technology to pinpoint two possible dates for the Cross.  They are either AD 30,
with which our timeline agrees, or AD 33.  This is based on Old Testament information that
the Passover lamb was slain late on the 14th of Nisan (Abib) and eaten early on the fifteenth.
Therefore, since the Hebrew day began at sunset, Jesus’ last meal with his disciples would
have been about 9 pm, Thursday, the 15th Nisan.

Now, Hebrew months begin with the sighting of the new moon, and the position of the
moon can be determined at any moment in history, which enables us to convert lunar dates.
When we examine AD 31, for example, Passover fell on a Tuesday; but Jesus’ last supper was
not on a Tuesday.  This particular Passover had to be Thursday/Friday and, according to data
from astronomical observatories, during this period Passover occurred late Thursday 15th Nisan
during this period only on 6th April AD 30 and 2nd April AD 33. Therefore, since Christ was
crucified later on Friday, the crucifixion date must either be 7th April AD 30 or 3rd April AD 33.

Choosing between these two dates requires an examination of Luke's information re-
garding the ministry of John the Baptist. He says:

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar - when Pontius Pilate was governor
of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis,
and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene - during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,
the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the desert.  He went into all the
country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
So when was the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar?  If we can establish that,

all that remains to do is add three and a half years, and we arrive at the date of the Cross.
 Tiberius became sole emperor on the

death of his adoptive father, Augustus, on
19th August AD 14.  However, it is a well-
known fact that he had become co-regent with
his ailing father two years earlier in AD 12.
In that year, he was made supreme military
commander over Caesar's armies and prov-
inces.  Ancient coins from Antioch dated AD
12 display the head of Tiberius and documents
attest to his reign being fully in force from
that time.  Thus, his inauguration in AD 14 as
emperor was only a formalisation of a reign
that had begun two years earlier.

 Therefore, the fifteenth year of the reign of
Tiberius would make it AD 26-27 correlating

See ‘Friday is
Good’

See Appendix 4

6pm Thur to 6pm
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Mark 15:42

Luke 3:1-3 NIV

Coin minted during co-regency period,
showing Augustus on one side and
Tiberius on the other.

Image courtesy of Classical Numismatic
Group.  www.cngcoins.com
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Luke 3:23

Galatians 1:15-18

Galatians 1:21-2:1

See diagram page
82

or the day after
Passover on
western calendar
reckoning.

with the start of Christ's ministry and supporting the AD 30 date as the most likely date of his
crucifixion.

A major difficulty for the AD 33 date theory, of course, is the age of Jesus when he was
baptised.  Luke tells us he was about 30 years old.  (It was customary for Levites to begin their
ministry at 30 and the age when a Jewish man could be considered a Rabbi.)  Now, it is a fact
that Jesus was born before 4 BC because that was the year King Herod died not long after he
had attempted to kill Mary’s child.  So Jesus would have been born in 5 BC, making him about
thirty at the time of his baptism just as Luke said.

Proponents of the late crucifixion date find themselves having to do a generous stretch
on Luke’s word, ‘about’.  Can ‘about 30’ possibly mean 34?  Did he die three and a half years
later at age 38?  The answer is no!  Jesus was about 30 when he was baptised.

The years following Christ also point to the Cross being AD 30.  As noted, Eusebius
dates it then.  And there is the conversion of St. Paul on the Damascus road, the date of which
is calculated from his account to the Galatians and by cross-referencing it to the record in
Acts.  Paul relates:

When he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his grace,
was pleased to reveal his Son to me ... I went away into Arabia, and returned again
to Damascus.  Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and
remained with him fifteen days ...

It may be of interest to know that 'Arabia' referred to the Nabataen Kingdom centred in
modern-day Jordan.  It extended to control Damascus during this period.

Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. And I was still unknown in person
to the churches of Judea that are in Christ ... Then after fourteen years I went up
again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along with me.

Thus AD 33 plus three plus fourteen comes to late AD 49, which is another known
anchor date.  In this year, AD 49, St. Paul took part in the great Council of Jerusalem as
recorded in Acts 15.  Therefore, his conversion is pinpointed as early AD 33, which is the
same year as the late date crucifixion theory and therefore renders it a non-possibility.  There
is thus a consistent pattern of evidence that our Lord was crucified late on Passover day,
approximately 3 pm, April 7th AD 30.
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Mark 15:42-43

Matthew 12:40

Luke 9:22, 18:33,
24:7,21,46,

Matt. 16:21, 27:64

1 Kings 12:5

1 Kings 12:12

Esther 4:15-5:1

Chapter 13

FRIDAY IS GOOD
    Day of Jesus’ Death

A recent debate has unfortunately muddied the waters concerning the crucifixion date,
and we need to deal with it.  For centuries Christians have celebrated ‘Good Friday’ as the day
Jesus died.  No one disputed it; the early church agreed with it; the gospel stated it:

And when evening had come, since it was
the day of Preparation, that is, the day
before the Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea,
a respected member of the Council, who
was also himself looking for the kingdom
of God, took courage and went to Pilate
and asked for the body of Jesus.

It was the day of preparation before Sabbath, that
is to say, Friday, or was it?

The problem is that there is an expression of Jesus which doesn’t seem to fit.  He said,
“Just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of
Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.”  Now, if Jesus died on Friday
afternoon and rose Sunday morning, it would seem he was really in the grave only one day
and two nights.  That is the way it appears to our thinking anyway.

However, the issue is not as problematic as it appears because in colloquial Jewish
speech, a ‘day’ could mean any portion of the day, as long as it was that day.  The many
references to Jesus rising on the third day meant exactly that – some time during day three –
even though 24 hours had not elapsed.  Similarly, when we are told Jesus died at about 3pm,
Friday; that was day one even though the Hebrew day finished a mere three hours later.

Another example of this usage is found in the account of King Rehoboam who told a
delegation of his people, “Go away for three days, then come again to me.” So they went
away, but instead of returning after three days as we might expect, they came back on the
third day itself.  In other words, when Rehoboam gave his instruction, it was the first day.  The
second day they stayed away, and on the third they all came back.  “So Jeroboam and all the
people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the king said, Come to me again the third day.”

There are plenty more examples of inclusive counting in the Old Testament as well as in
Rabbinic literature. The story of Esther is another case, but suffice it to say that the ‘prophet
Jonah’ sign should be understood in the same way.  It does not mean a strict 3 24=72 hours.

For He was crucified on the day before that
of Saturn; and on the day after that of Saturn,
which is the day of the Sun, having appeared
to His apostles and disciples, He taught them
these things, which we have submitted to you
also for your consideration.

(Justin Martyr, First Apology,
Chapter 67.  AD 150)
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Exodus 12:3-6
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Wars of the Jews,
Josephus
Book V1, chap 1X

Exodus 12:6-11

One thing that is a literal 24-hour time period is the way the moon progressed through
the month of Nisan in AD 30, reaching Passover on none other than Good Friday!  Published
lunar phases of the moon show that the new moon would have been sighted late Thursday, 23rd

March, hence the first day of Nisan started at sunset Thursday through to sunset Friday, 24th

March, AD 30.
From new moon we may then go to the gospels and piece together a detailed chronology

of the Passion Week.  Six days before Passover Jesus came to Bethany early in the evening,
the beginning of Sabbath.  Jesus would have come at the end of his working week in order to
rest, and tradition tells us the next day was ‘Palm Sunday’.  The tradition is correct, because if
the events recorded were a day earlier his triumphal entry into Jerusalem would have violated
Mosaic law, namely the working of animals and cutting of branches on Sabbath.

Furthermore, Sunday happened to be the tenth day of Nisan, the significance of which
should not escape us.  It was the day when lambs were taken and penned up until Passover.
Messiah’s triumphal entry on ‘Palm Sunday’ fulfils the Old Testament typology of the Paschal
‘lamb’ selected for sacrifice.

From Bethany, the days can be tracked as follows:
 9th Nisan Sabbath (6 days before Passover)
10th Nisan Sunday (5 days before Passover)
11th Nisan Monday (4 days before Passover)
12th Nisan Tuesday (3 days before Passover)
13th Nisan Wednesday (2 days before Passover)
14th Nisan Thursday (1 day before Passover)
15th Nisan Friday  (Passover)
Now, this raises a matter that has been a frequent source of misunderstanding.  Was

Passover held on the 14th or was it the 15th of Nisan?  Simply stated, it commenced just before
one day finished and the next began.  The Hebrew day began at sunset, and the lambs were
slain late on the 14th, with the actual Passover meal being eaten later that evening, that is to
say, early on the 15th day.  The Jewish historian Josephus said the sacrifices were carried out
between 3 pm and 5 pm, and the original description in Exodus bears this out.

And you shall keep (the lamb) until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole
assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight.  Then they shall
take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in
which they eat it.  They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened
bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. ... In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt
fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in
haste. It is the LORD’s Passover.
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2 Chron. 35:1-14

Lev. 23:4-6 NIV
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An example of this is found in King Josiah’s famous Passover, which describes in detail
the sacrifices continuing until nightfall.  Leviticus is also clear.  “The LORD’s Passover begins
at twilight on the fourteenth day of the first month. On the fifteenth day of that month the
LORD’s Festival of Unleavened Bread begins.”  However, other Bible references simply say,
“the fourteenth” without specifying the last portion of the day.  That is why casual readers, not
familiar with Hebrew practice, assume Passover to be the entire fourteenth day.  Not so!  It
started in the final hours of the fourteenth then spanned the fifteenth day synonymous
with (the same as) the first day of unleavened bread.

Accordingly, Jesus ate his last supper with the disciples in the evening early on Passo-
ver day and was crucified later on the same day.  By western reckoning, it was Thursday 6th /
Friday 7th April but by Jewish reckoning, it was the 15

th
 of Nisan. It looked like this:

  6 pm Day began.
  9 pm Passover meal.
 12 am Jesus arrested.
  6 am Judgment passed.
  9 am Jesus crucified.
  12 noon Great darkness.
  3 pm Jesus dies.
  6 pm Day ended.

This raises yet another matter of misunderstanding.  Was Jesus crucified at the same
time as the Passover lambs were being slain?  The confusion stems from an apparent contra-
diction between St. John’s account and that of the synoptic gospels.  He said:

Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor’s headquarters.  It
was early morning. They themselves did not enter the governor’s headquarters, so
that they would not be defiled, but could eat the Passover.
Non-Jewish readers may be excused for interjecting, “But hadn’t they eaten it the night

before?”  That is when Matthew, Mark and Luke said it took place.  Some commentators just
choose to ignore John, but others make much of it, claiming the Paschal lambs were slain
when Jesus died.  Still others suggest there may have been several Jewish factions observing
different timetables.  Such explanations are unnecessary.

John was simply referring loosely to the overall ‘Passover week’ which included the
feast days following the actual Passover day.  On the morning of the first day following the
Paschal evening, was another meal called ‘Chagigah’.  This is the meal John was referring to,
and as one rabbinic expert noted, “the Chagigah might not be offered by any person who had
contracted Levitical defilement.”  So, the ‘contradiction’ is really no contradiction at all; it
was a special morning meal eaten as part of the celebration.
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NISAN (Mar/April) AD 30
He  said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this

Passover with you before I suffer.”      (Luke 22:14-15)
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Proponents of alternative schemes like to quote, “for Christ, our Passover lamb, has
been sacrificed”, inferring that he was sacrificed on the 14th of Nisan.  Again, such theories are
unnecessary because throughout the day there was a series of sacrifices, all of which prefig-
ured Messiah’s blood.  First came the Paschal lamb which was eaten in the evening.  Then at
6 am the Tamid lamb was brought out and tied to the altar.  Jesus was delivered by Pilate to be
crucified at 6 am.  At 9 am, the lamb was sacrificed.  Jesus was nailed to the Cross at 9 am.

Then came the festive offerings:
“on the fifteenth day of this month ... a burnt offering to the LORD: two young bulls,
one ram, and seven lambs in their first year ... also one goat as a sin offering, to make
atonement for you.  You shall offer these besides the burnt offering of the morning.”
At noon, the second Tamid lamb was brought out and tied to the altar.  This time the sky

turned black. Then at 3 pm the second Tamid lamb was sacrificed.  Jesus died at 3 pm.
From this full understanding of Passover AD 30, we may now confidently affirm the

day of Messiah’s death by tracing the 15th day of the month of Nisan.  Yes, it corresponds
exactly to 7th April.  Yes, it was the day the traditions said it was.  Friday is good!
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Chapter 14

THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES
  How the Weeks End

If we are satisfied that the death of Christ occurred in AD 30, and if we agree that it is
corroborated by the Sabbatic calendar, what then is the start and end points of the 70th week?
Surely its precursor was the long-awaited resumption of the prophetic voice, the New Testament
‘Elijah’ who appeared in the fifteenth year of Tiberius.  “The word of the Lord came to John!”
Religious leaders would have treated the ‘Day of Atonement’ in AD 26 as usual, because ‘Yovel’
had been lost somewhere along the way.  However, we now know this year was a Grand
Sabbath preceding the 30th Jubilee, overlaid as Jubilees were, on the last half of the Sabbath,
and on the first half of the year to come.

So, when the seventh month arrived, the trumpets would have been blown, but the real
trumpet - the fulfilment of the type - was “the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare
ye the way of the Lord.”  John the Baptist’s announcement heralded a new dawn; that Jubilee
was imminent and the everlasting kingdom about to come.  The high priest would have
ceremoniously laid his hands on the goat committed to Azazel and driven it out bearing the
sins of the people.  Little did they know that the “Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world” was about to be revealed and driven into the desert, fulfilling the type of the scapegoat
and beginning a seven-year process of confirming the new covenant.

Then Jesus came to John to be baptised, and reliable estimates indicate this took place late
AD 26, about November.  But the actual start-point of the 70th week was the 1st Nisan AD 27.
Does the New Testament identify it?  Yes, it does!  We are able to track the fourteen days
between the beginning of the month to the start of Passover as recorded in the gospel of John.
Here are the events leading up to, and signifying the switch-point between the weeks.

The Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask John, “Who are you?”  He
confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ” ...  John answered
them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, even he who
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie” ...

This encounter took place on the last day of the 69th week, 29th Adar AD 27, as we shall see
shortly.  Please continue:

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world!  This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man
who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him, but for this
purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.”
The reference to “taking away sin” is directly from Daniel’s prophecy, so it becomes
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very appropriate if it was declared over Jesus on the first day of the 70th week.  Let us follow
several more days to see if such was the case?

The next day Andrew, Peter and one other (probably the writer) were chosen to be
disciples.  I believe it was Saturday, 2nd of Nisan because the wedding of Cana, a few days
later, was a Monday evening.  By Sunday, 3rd of Nisan, Philip and Nathaniel had also been
chosen, then came Monday, 4th of Nisan.  Please bear in mind that Hebrew days began at
sunset, so, strictly speaking, the 4th of Nisan was Sunday/Monday, and the 5th was Monday/
Tuesday.  In other words, Monday evening started the 5th day of the Hebrew month and it also
started the third day of the regular week.  Now, notice carefully.  John tells us:

On the third day there was a
wedding at Cana in Galilee, and
the mother of Jesus was there.
Jesus also was invited to the
wedding with his disciples.
So, the wedding of Cana is re-

corded as “the third day”, that is to say,
Monday night.  Likewise, the year was
AD 27 as shown in chapter twelve.  All
that remains to do is to examine the lunar
phases of that month and when we do,
we find that the 5th of Nisan did indeed
start on a Monday evening.  Moreover,
it was the only Monday that could have
fitted a wedding before Passover, because
later festivities would have conflicted
with the Passover Seder.

Thus, by identifying the date of the
wedding of Cana, we are able to track
backwards to the 1st of Nisan and con-
firm the declaration of John the Baptist,
“Behold, the Lamb”, as the defining
event which marked the first day of the
70th week!

NISAN (Mar/April) AD 27
When the fullness of time had come,

God sent forth his Son.(Galatians 4:4)
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The date that has been less forthcoming, has been the finish of the ‘weeks’.  This is
because, as mentioned before, we have misunderstood the purpose of the 70th week, the stated
object of which was to ‘confirm the covenant’.  What was the covenant?  It was the covenant
made to the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac and Jacob to create through them a mighty kingdom the
numbers of whom would be like the stars of the sky, and
whose blessedness would spread to include the Gentiles -
all the nations of the world.  Messiah confirmed this
covenant in the first half of the 70th week by fulfilling one
at a time the prophets, declaring with signs and miracles
that the kingdom of God had come.  He confirmed it again
in the midst of the 70th week by securing access into that
kingdom through his blood.  Finally, he confirmed it in the
last half of the 70th week, after giving first option to the
heirs of the covenant; when he then threw open the king-
dom to the Gentiles.

It may come as a surprise to some, but the ending of the 70th week is all about Gentiles.
Such an idea appears contradictory at first because the angel spoke of ‘your people’ when
referring to Daniel’s people, the Jews.  Yes, the angel did say, “Seventy weeks are determined
for your people ...” but that is the whole point.  Israel is about the Gentiles!  Israel was
the vehicle so to speak, by which salvation would come to the world, for that is what was
ultimately in God’s mind.

So when he says, “Seventy weeks are determined for Israel,” God means 490 years will
pass and then the times of the Gentiles can begin. The destiny of Israel climaxes with good
news to the world!  Accordingly, St. Peter said to the Jews:

“Men of Israel … you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with
your fathers. He said to Abraham, ‘Through your offspring all peoples on earth will
be blessed.’ When God raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by
turning each of you from your wicked ways.”
In other words, he confirmed the covenant by guaranteeing first option to the children

of the covenant then afterward by granting the good news to the Gentiles as he had promised
all those years before.

There is a long-standing question which arises relating to all of this.  Students of prophecy
have wondered whether anything of significance happened at the end of the ‘weeks’.  It would
have to be impressive they argue, otherwise it would seem an anti-climax when compared to
what happened at the Cross.  Well, something did happen at the end of the weeks, and it was
important.  Moreover, it was logically related to the purpose of the covenant, for that was

For I tell you that Christ became
a servant to the circumcised
to show God’s truthfulness, in
order to confirm the promises
given to the patriarchs, and in
order that the Gentiles might
glorify God for his mercy.  As it
is written, “Therefore I will praise
you among the Gentiles, and
sing to your name.”
(Romans 15:8-9)



THE ATONEMENT CLOCK

Page 82

See ‘280
Determined’

8 March 34 AD

Matthew 10:5
Acts 1:8, 3:26,
13:46

Romans 1:16

Acts 10:9-16,28
Acts 10:44-48

when the times of Jacob ended, and the times of the Gentiles began.  Two hundred and eighty
weeks (1960 years) were determined for Jacob from when the promise was given, and this is
what he got.  Then, Israel’s gospel privilege was opened like floodgates to the world.

Insofar as the calendar is concerned, the 70th week finished on 29th Adar AD 34.  Did
something special happen then?  Some commentators have suggested it was the stoning of
Stephen, but his martyrdom was more than a year earlier.  What did happen in late AD 33/34
was that the apostle Peter had a vision.  Up until then the disciples had been told, “Do not go
among the Gentiles” because their time had not yet come.  What time?  The time of God’s
switch point between his exclusive relationship with ethnic Israel, and his universal call to
‘whosoever will’.  Peter’s vision was clear, and following the revelation that the Gentiles had
been accepted, the Holy Spirit was poured out on them as He was on the Jews 3½ years earlier.
The experience of Cornelius the Roman was regarded by the early Church as highly signifi-
cant, because it marked the beginning of the widespread conversion of the Gentiles.
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Unfortunately, the book of Acts has suffered from inaccurate chronology concerning
this event, the result of which has obscured its connection to Daniel’s prophecy.  This is
because the date of Jesus’ death was thought to be later than it was, and commentators felt it
necessary to cram the ministry of the apostles into a faulty crucifixion time frame.  Acts
chapter 10 was dated late, and Paul’s conversion was fitted in by making his stay in Damascus
less than the three years stated.  However, as we have seen earlier, a natural reading of the
account of Paul’s life shows there were seventeen years between his conversion and the Council
of Jerusalem in AD 49.  Therefore, Paul’s conversion was early AD 33, and since Cornelius’
experience is in sequence, it would have fallen some time after that.

An exact time is not given as the start of the 70
th
 week was given, but the outpouring of

the Spirit on the Gentiles is surprisingly close to the end of the week. Therefore, since the end
of the weeks marked the terminus ad quem of the times allotted to Israel, I believe we may
safely say that the ‘times of the Gentiles’ proceeded from the same point, that is, 1st Nisan AD 34.

TIMES of the GENTILES BEGIN
The people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light,

and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death,
on them a light has dawned.       (Matthew 4:16)
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Chapter 15

REVIVAL OF THE JEWS
  How the Times of the Gentiles End

There is of course a flip side to the ‘times of the Gentiles’.  If they start they must also
end, and this opens up questions about future prospects for the original nation of Israel.
Historic covenant theology has rightly maintained that the kingdom was taken from Israel and
given to the Israel of faith, sons of Abraham, who trace their lineage, not by blood, but by faith
in God.  It was not a ‘replacement’ Israel; it was a ‘fulfilled’ or ‘enlarged’ Israel, that included
those of natural descent who believed in anticipation of the promise, as well as those Gentiles
who accepted Messiah after his confirmation of the promise.  Thus, the large remnant of Israel
who believed in Jesus during the last 3½ years of the 70th week retained their previous
covenant relationship with God (they were not replaced) and the believing Gentiles, after the
heirs of the promise had responded, were grafted in.

What then of the remaining Jews who refused to believe the news announced to them
by God’s Anointed, demonstrated in the power of the Holy Spirit with signs and wonders for
seven years?  They were cut off! They forfeited their exclusive covenant relationship.  The
Roman province of Judea remained for a brief time until AD 70 when the temple was de-
stroyed by Titus.  Then in AD 135 the nation ceased to exist altogether, as predicted by Jesus
in his clear statement:

But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has
come near ... for there will be great distress upon the earth and wrath against this
people.  They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive among all nations,
and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times of the
Gentiles are fulfilled.
The sometimes forgotten word here is ‘until’.  It is a straightforward word.  Put

simply, it means God has not forgotten his ancient people.  They are only cut off ‘until’ …
Unfortunately, conflicting opinions have polarised this issue and a balanced understanding of
it is way overdue.  Does it mean that God has two covenants, one for the Israel of faith and
another for natural Israel?  What of the extraordinary circumstances surrounding the re-estab-
lishment of the modern nation in its ancient land?  Is not this, in its own right, evidence that the
original agreement God made is still in effect?

Before we can understand the significance of modern Israel, some honesty is needed
from both sides of the debate concerning the return of the Jews to their homeland.  First, it is
a miracle.  Jews and Christians of all points of view need to acknowledge this, if for no other
reason than it happened!  Jerusalem was indeed trampled underfoot for nearly two millennia
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then in our modern era, against impossible odds, came out from under the control of Gentiles.
Is this not the fulfilment of Jesus’ word?  Has there ever been a people who, after 1900 years
of non-existence, emerged again in their country of origin as an independent, sovereign state?

On the other hand, God was under no obligation to do it! Yes, we need to acknowledge
that God has done it, but there is no reason to accept the error of dispensationalism which
claims God is duty-bound to his word to restore to Israel the geographic boundaries promised
to Abraham.  The promise given concerning the land was already fulfilled, so God is under no
obligation to fulfil it again. Besides, the matter of national boundaries is secondary to the main
purpose of his covenant with Abraham, the object of which was to include the Gentiles, so this
is the priority that should be stressed, not incidentals about how large Israel’s territory might
eventually become.

Both sides need to moderate their positions and ask instead, if God has done it yet was
under no obligation to do it, why did he do it at all?  The answer is grace, and the biblical basis
for modern Israel is not Genesis 15, but is found here:

From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth;
and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live.
God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him.
This scripture may not impress unbelievers but Christians who wish to refute Zionism

should take care not to throw the baby out with the bath water when it comes to Israel in end-
time prophecy.  The fact is it is God, not the Balfour declaration, not the United Nations, not
Zionists themselves; it is God who has established Israel in her homeland in these modern
days, just as he does with all nations according to his will!

There is a reason why God has re-gathered the Jews, but it is not for the reasons some
have thought.  No, the original covenant is not going to be restored, because the new one has
come.  However, a promise awaits the Jewish people.  It is the promise of an overwhelming
national revival such as has never been spoken over any people in times past.  The scripture
explaining this is Jeremiah 31:31-34.

Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah ... this is the covenant that I will make
with the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within
them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my
people. And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying,
‘Know the LORD’, for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,
declares the LORD.
This promise, of course, is connected to the new covenant which was confirmed during

the final week, but it begs the question; was this aspect of it completely fulfilled?  Obviously
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not, because at the time of Judah’s opportunity - from the Cross until the Gentiles were invited
in - only a percentage of Jews accepted the message.  The Lord specifically says, “They shall
all …”  So the promise is one of those prophecies that have an initial realisation, followed by
an ultimate consummation later on.  In the New Testament, St. Paul picks up on it quoting the
same text from Jeremiah as we have done:

Lest you be wise in your own sight, I want you to understand this mystery, brothers: a
partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.
And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, “The Deliverer will come from
Zion, he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”; “and this will be my covenant with
them when I take away their sins.
Please notice how this is treated as a future event, not as something which has already

happened, and the phrase ‘until the fullness of the Gentiles’ appears again. What it means is
that the time of hardening was not permanent. A time would come, after a long Gentile era,
when widespread national revival would occur in the Jewish nation. So, God has gathered
them back in this our time, not merely to achieve the political aims they think they have been
gathered for, but pending the fulfilment of an unfinished promise.  It means coming face to
face with Messiah again!  It means being grafted into the ‘olive tree’ again, this time on the
basis of faith in Jesus the anointed one, crucified, and risen from the dead!

The objection might be raised, why should they be gathered?  Why shouldn’t God pour
out his Spirit wherever they might be scattered without going to the trouble of bringing Jewry
back to their homeland?  Again, there is a reason, but not everyone will want to hear it.  The
prophets indicate Israel’s response to Messiah will happen in the midst of fierce persecution.

THE ISRAEL of GOD
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Their nationhood is necessary because it sets the stage for a revival forged in the furnace of
affliction and war.  In other words, they are back in their ancient land because God is position-
ing them for a second opportunity to accept Messiah.  This is what it takes unfortunately, and
Zechariah gives the background circumstances surrounding the conversion of the remnant of
Israel:

I am going to make Jerusalem a cup that sends all the surrounding peoples reeling.
Judah will be besieged as well as Jerusalem. On that day, when all the nations of the
earth are gathered against her, I will make Jerusalem an immovable rock for all the
nations ... On that day I will set out to destroy all the nations that attack Jerusalem.
“And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of
grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will
mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one
grieves for a firstborn son. On that day the weeping in Jerusalem will be great, like the
weeping of Hadad Rimmon in the plain of Megiddo.
Thus the Jewish nation will be saved and united with believers in the true Israel of

God.  How fitting the words of Paul are in describing the end of the matter: “If their rejection
means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead?”
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Chapter 16

THE TIME IS FULFILLED
Dawn of World Redemption

Let us recap with an overview and summary of the Atonement Clock as it progressed
through Israel’s history toward its final destiny.  From Bethel until the Exodus were sixty-nine
‘sevens’ mirroring a greater ‘sixty-nine’ to come.  In the year, 1444 BC, the hosts of Israel
were set free from cruel slavery and on that day the world tapped into a countdown leading to
a deliverance so vast that it would eclipse the former liberty and usher in a day of world
redemption.

And all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God!
So, Israel’s exodus began on a Jubilee week.  The calendar then progressed on its grid

of ‘sevens’ until it reached 490 years.  Then it repeated itself, once, twice, three times,
climaxing in a final grand Jubilee. This is fascinating considering Daniel’s 70 weeks is usually
quoted as a one-off happening. Not so; it was cyclical. It also helps to explain why the 69 were
separated from the final week, indicating that the 70th week, although attached, is distinct from
the sixty-nine which preceded it.  It was a week of Jubilee!

Regularly, the Atonement Clock would reach an hour - a year of release, when slaves
were set free and debts remitted.  This would occur every seventh year, and on the forty-ninth
year a fiftieth was added, synchronising the solar and lunar cycles; and property leases were
cancelled as well.  The year of release was revolutionary and profound.  Furthermore, on the
month of Abib came the annual anniversary of Passover. It was remembered because it prefigured
what was to come, and come it surely did.

Biblical chronology has now discovered enough of the ancient calendar to chart a path
with the resulting timeline that led to the promised salvation. The first known example is the
Jubilee which took place in 1396/5 BC with the liberation of Canaan. It was completed forty-
nine years after Israel’s emancipation from Egypt, and, despite the wilderness wandering
Sabbaths being deferred, the sequence of ‘sevens’ remained intact. There are more than a
dozen known examples, some independently confirmed, all dovetailed into the cycles
explained in this book.  Inexorably, they count to AD 26, the last year of the 69th week of the
final era, and the dawn of the final week to come.

This is why John the Baptist’s message was, “The kingdom of God is at hand.”
The reason he cried “The time is near,” differing slightly from Jesus’ declaration, “the
time is fulfilled,” is because the forerunner ministry introduced the 70th week whereas Christ’s
ministry actually was the 70th week.  His was the climax of the ‘times’, to finish transgression,
to make an end of sin, and to reconcile to God a world lost and hopelessly estranged.
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Accordingly, on the 1st of Nisan, AD 27, Jesus began his mission:
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news
to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight
to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the
Lord’s favor.
The time had come!  For three more years, Jesus authenticated his messiahship through

miracles, signs, and wonders until the middle of the week.  As we have seen earlier, an
astronomical formula split the week into segments of 1260 and 1290 days on the Day of
Atonement, and, in the middle festival months, the sacrifice of Christ occurred on Passover,
AD 30.  I believe it is this ‘middle’ to which the prophet referred when he said:

And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the
week he shall cause the sacrifice and the offering to cease, and for the overspreading
of abominations he shall make it desolate.
Christ’s was the final offering!  The sun was darkened; the earth shook, and the curtain

separating man from God was torn to the ground! In other words, sacrifice ceased (as far as
God was concerned) at Calvary.

It is not known how many days it took to stitch up the
massive curtain and re-commission the temple in defiance
of his, “it is finished,” but we do know the resumption of
animal sacrifice contradicted Christ’s atoning blood.

And it continued to contradict. Older translations of
Daniel 9:27 speak of an ‘overspreading,’ referring to the
ongoing nature of this abomination, spreading as it did over
a span of forty years.  The original word can be translated
‘overspreading’ or ‘wing’ or ‘extremity’, all of which means
an outspread wing that spanned a period of time until it
reached its limit.

Unfortunately, modern English language thinks of a
‘wing’ as part of a building, and some translators have even
worded the prophecy as if a statue will be erected in a ‘wing’ of a future temple.  This is not
how it is meant to be understood.  There may well be a future temple, but if there is, Christians
would be advised to realise that the temple in itself would be blasphemy - a repeat of the
original abomination.  God forbid that either Jew or Gentile be deceived by it!

There are major ramifications in this research for theories that have influenced biblical
opinion in modern times.  First of all, there is the popular idea of a 360-day ‘prophetic’ calendar.
It was put forward in the late nineteenth century by Sir Robert Anderson and various end-time

Luke 4:16-21
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John 19:30
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The Coming Prince
Anderson

1895

Early Church Statement

For we have ascertained beyond
doubt that God is much rather
displeased with the sacrifices
which you offer, the time of sac-
rifices having now passed
away; and because ye will not
acknowledge that the time for
offering victims is now past,
therefore the temple shall be
destroyed.

(Clement, Recognitions, Ch. 64)
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writers, so that their preferred dates could be juggled into their scenario of Christ’s second
coming.

They propose a start of Daniel’s 70 weeks from Artaxerxes’ command to Nehemiah in
444 BC, but when the required number of years is added, it doesn’t fit.  So, by using a shorter
‘prophetic year’ of 360 days, they calculate the finish of the sixty-ninth week to be the entry
of Jesus into Jerusalem just prior to his arrest.  Then, the seventieth week is detached and
projected 2000 years into the future.  The modern doctrine of a 7-year ‘great tribulation’ is
based on this scheme.

However, our systematic progression of Sabbatical years leads to 457 BC as the termi-
nus a quo of the final era.  Moreover, it does not support a 360-day year.  Nor does it support
theories of cosmic disturbances that might have slowed down the earth’s rotation around the
sun.  The ancient Hebrew calendar, as described in this book, is consistent with all scientific
and astronomical laws, coinciding with historical dates, without any need of contrivance to
make it fit the facts.

Perhaps the biggest challenge here is to modern Bible critics, who have compromised
the historicity of the Old Testament scriptures with suggestions that the pre-monarchy stories
were approximate, the chronological data not accurate.  A classic example is the Exodus,
which has been variously dated between 1550 BC and 1250 BC, and one of the reasons for
such a divergence stems back to the rule of the Judges, whose dates have not been properly
understood.  Again, the count of Sabbatical years clarifies this period, and refines the Exodus
date to the same year given in the King records.

Our timeline from Jacob to Christ shows the internal chronology of the Bible to be
accurate indeed, and consistently so.  Of course, minimalists will continue to reject the Bible’s
historical value, even after the Judges and Kings have been shown to synchronise, but it is my
hope that serious scholars will reassess their understanding of ancient history in the light of
these findings.  For example, it has become fashionable in recent times to explain Israel as a
‘Canaanite people’ who emerged in the Levant as a discernible Hebrew race, sometime around
the late Bronze Age.  As a concession to the biblical ‘legend’, there may have been a few
escaped Egyptian slaves merged in with them, but for the most part, they were indigenous to
Canaan.

 However, the discovery of a uniquely Sabbatical calendar, operating at an advanced
level of astronomy, fits better with the original Moses account.  Apart from the adoption of
several month names, it bore no resemblance to neighbouring calendars.  We must conclude,
then, that the ancient Hebrew calendar was given to Moses, neither by Canaanite or Egyptian.
Who gave it to him?  When did he receive it?  The Bible says God gave it to him, in the month
that a new nation called Israel moved out of Egypt.

See Appendix 5

Worlds in Collision
Velikovsky
1950

See ‘Judges Agree’

eg. Lemche,
Finkelstein,
Coote & Whitelam

See ‘Ancient
Calendar’
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No doubt there are more ramifications to this research, but a summary bears repeating.
The Atonement Clock kept time from Bethel until Messiah and is traced in the sacred writings
for 1960 years.  Toward the end of the ‘times’ Daniel began to seek God concerning where it
was heading.  He was familiar with the workings of the calendar system, but what he did not
know was how it would climax in the divine plan.  He then claimed to have received divine
revelation from the angel Gabriel, who described how a ruler would make a decree and from
the time of that decree, 69 more Sabbath cycles would elapse at which point Messiah would
come.  That is not all.  The content of the decree was specific, and the final week was explicit
and detailed.  Even the aftermath was predicted another forty years.  Then it happened!

Now here is the heart of all this, which affects us personally: By fulfilling the ‘times’
Jesus of Nazareth is revealed as the Anointed One who completed the atonement, purchasing
eternal redemption for all who believe.

  He finished the transgression.
  He made an end of sins.
  He made reconciliation for iniquity.
  He brought in everlasting righteousness.
  He sealed up the prophecy.
  He anointed the most Holy.

Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!   There remains but one
thing that we can do, and that is to make him our God.

See ‘Dealing with
Sin’

John 1:29
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See chart page 32

Against Apion 1:17
Josephus

Antiquitates
Romanae 1,74

Pompeius Trogus,
18.6.9

ABSOLUTE DATES.

The arguments set forth in this treatise hinge on precise and accurate dating.  Con-
structed here is a timeline from Jacob to Christ, which intersects with the continuous count of
Sabbatical ‘weeks’ in more than a dozen places, and simultaneously ties in with the reigns of
Israel’s judges and kings.  With so many synchronisms demonstrated, I believe that it amply
proves the internal chronology of the Bible.

However, any system of placing events in their proper order is said to be ‘relative’
until they can be cross-checked with an independent source.  This is because a sequence
needs to be anchored at some point, so that events following all step into their correct date.
When that is done we may claim it to be an ‘absolute date’, and we may extrapolate an
absolute chronology forwards and backwards from that point.

As it happens, there are such absolute dates linked to the Bible’s chronology:

Building of the Temple:  Josephus, quoting the record of the Phoenicians, says, “Therein
it was recorded, that the temple was built by King Solomon at Jerusalem, one hundred
forty-three years and eight months, before the Tyrians built Carthage: and in their annals the
building of our temple is related. For Hirom the King of Tyre was the friend of Solomon our
King.”

Unfortunately, the founding of Carthage has two dates assigned to it. The respected
Greek historian, Timaeus, said it was thirty-eight years before the first Olympiad - in other
words 814 BC. The other date is 825 BC derived from Roman historians.

However, recent scholarship has solved the apparent contradiction, synchronising as
follows: The group who colonised Carthage, led by Ellisa, departed from Tyre in 825 BC.
They established a bridgehead on the island of Cothos off the coast of Africa. After negotia-
tions with the native inhabitants, they were able to build Carthage on the mainland, and this
goal was achieved by 814 BC.

The upshot for Bible scholars is a stunning agreement between the chronology of the
Tyrian kings, the Hebrew kings and the Assyrians. In particular, when one hundred and forty-
three years and eight months is counted back from 825 BC, it arrives at 968/9 BC.  This
was Solomon’s accession year when shipments of building materials began for the temple.
Also, it counts forward to 964 BC to the actual start of construction.

Last years of Omride Dynasty:  A tight twelve years has been confirmed between
Ahab’s last year (853 BC) and Jehu’s first year (841 BC) in ground breaking research done by
Dr. Edwin Thiele.  Both kings are included in Assyrian inscriptions naming Ahab as one of the

Appendix 1
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kings present at the battle of Qarqar, and Jehu depicted on the Black Obelisk of Shalmaneser
III bringing tribute.  The twelve years in-between Ahab and Jehu were occupied by the sons of
Ahab, fitting perfectly into Assyrian as well as Samaritan chronology.

The Assyrian Eponym List:  For centuries the Assyrians had a practice of honouring a
high ranking person with the title of ‘Limmu,’ holding the office for one year.  Historical
events were dated in terms of these men’s names, and extensive limmu lists have now been
discovered, enabling Assyriologists to construct a timeline of the Neo-Assyrian Empire. It is
considered reliable from 911 BC to 648 BC.

Moreover, this list is linked to a solar eclipse during the year of Bar-Sagale who was
limmu in the tenth year of the reign of King Ashur-Dan III.  Such a linkage is very useful,
because astronomical calculations identify the eclipse as having occurred on the 15 June 763
BC.  Consequently, this date becomes an ‘absolute’ from which all ‘relative’ events can be
plotted on our solar calendar.

Since the Hebrew records intersect with Assyrian records, they also may be deemed
‘absolute.’  Ahab and Jehu have been mentioned, and the other example which I think should
be considered, is the fall of Samaria in 720 BC.

The Siege of Jehoiachin:  Until relatively recently, the Babylonian Chronicles had lain
undeciphered in the British museum.  After they were translated, the following section was
realised to be speaking of the first invasion of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar in 597 BC.
"... the king of Babylon assembled his army, and after he had invaded the land of Hatti (Syria/
Palestine) he laid siege to the city of Judah. On the second day of the month of Adara (16
March 597 BC) he conquered the city and took the king (Jehoiachin) prisoner. He installed in
his place a king (Zedekiah) of his own choice, and after he had received rich tribute, he sent
them forth to Babylon."

With this discovery, we have been given absolute dates at each end of the Hebrew
monarchy in addition to the ones in the middle.

See ‘Reign of
Kings’

or ‘Eponym’

See Appendix 3

2 Kings 24:10-12

Bab. Chronicles
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TRADITIONAL EXODUS REFINEMENT.

Refinement to Reign of King Omri:  The date of the Exodus has been commonly
quoted as 1446 BC by conservative scholars.  Their conclusion is based on an absolute
date, the battle of Qarqar in 853 BC, and extrapolated back to the division of the kingdom.
It is then tracked to Solomon’s fourth year, and again to the Exodus as per the information
given in 1 King 6:1.

However, 1444 BC is the more accurate date.  Admittedly small date differences rank
low on Bible students ‘weighty questions scale,’ but the reason why it is important is because
the sequence of Sabbath years hinge upon an exact starting point.

In spite of our best efforts, several obscure synchronisms seem to have been overlooked
during the period of the early kings.  The first is an oversight at the founding of Omri's
dynasty, and arises from the old method of counting part-years as if they were full years.
Omri was said to have reigned twelve years, so that is treated by chronologists as ten plus two
part-years at the start and finish of his term.

At first sight it seems consistent with how other reigns are counted in the Hebrew king
records, but a careful examination of the wording shows that Omri had more than two partial
years.  His reign was four plus two part-years in Tirzah, and four plus two part-years in
Samaria. This is indeed twelve years in total according to the Hebrew system of counting, but
when reckoned by our system, it comes to slightly less than eleven.  Please check the diagram
below.

Appendix 2

See ‘Reign of
Kings’

1 Kings 16:23-24
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Consequently, Omri’s reign began in 884 BC, not 885 BC as generally given. Accordingly,
his predecessors - Tibni, Zimri, Elah, Baasha, Nadab and Jeroboam - are all out of step by a
single year through to the division of the kingdom in 930 BC.  Recent Bible chronologists
such as Dr Leslie McFall and Rodger Young have argued for a date of 931 BC, but we must
disagree for the reason given here.

Adjustment to reign of King Rehoboam:  When the chronology of the northern king-
dom from Jeroboam to Omri is shortened thus, the corresponding timeline of the southern
kingdom is tightened.  In so doing, it answers another problem, this one during the reigns of
Rehoboam and Abijah.

The editing of Thiele's Rehoboam startpoint to 931 BC has created an eighteen-year
reign which was supposed to be only seventeen!  Some scholars, such as Gershon Galil, have
realised this, and moved the death of Rehoboam from 913 to 914 BC to compensate.  How-
ever, their solution transfers the extra year to his son's reign instead.  The best answer is to
adjust the division of the kingdom back to 930 BC as I have done, and this can only be
achieved by reducing the northern timeline first.

My adjustment below shows the non-accessional count of Jeroboam's years, and the
accessional count of Rehoboams years until his death in 913 BC.  Please note how years were
counted from Abib to Abib but Judah's regnal years were counted from Ethanim. (Tishri)

When did
Solomon Die?

Young  2003

1 Kings 14:21
Chronology of the

Kings of Israel and
Judah, Galil, 1996
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Refinement to Accession of King Solomon:  The next synchronism that has not been
properly addressed concerns the accession of Solomon at the time of David’s passing.  The
usual date for this is put at 970 BC with a short co-regency following.  Forgetting that David’s
kingdom used a post dating system, commentators then count 970 BC as his first year, like the
later northern kingdom did, arriving at 966 BC as his fourth year, from which the Exodus is
computed.

This is inconsistent with how the Davidic line measured their reigns.  As explained in
chapter seven, the partial year was called a kings ‘accession year’ and his ‘first year’ came
after that!  So, there are two issues distorting the chronology of the Exodus.  Solomon’s
accession was 969 BC - not 970 BC - and his first year came another year after that.  The
correct chronology looks thus:

He began sharing his father’s throne late 969 BC until the end of his accession year.
Then on the 1st Ethanim 968 BC he commenced his first full year through to Ethanim 967 BC.
His second year was 967/6 BC, his third 966/5 BC his fourth 965/4 BC.  Solomon’s fourth
year was when he started building the temple of God, of which it is said:

In the four hundred and eightieth year after the people of Israel came out of the land of
Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, which is
the second month, he began to build the house of the LORD.
The month of Ziv came early in 964 BC from which we may add 480 and pin the year

Israel came out of Egypt to 1444 BC.  I believe that the traditional timing of the Exodus needs
to be adjusted to this better date.

See ‘Reign of
Kings’

1Kings 6:1
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ASSYRIAN EXPANSION in the LEVANT.

The Neo-Assyrian Empire dominated world history from 911 BC to 609 BC.  Near
neighbours such as Elam, Media, and Babylon were subjugated, or put under vassalage.
Then, in the middle of the 8th century, Assyria began to expand rapidly into the southern
Levant.  It is this period, from Tiglath-Pileser 3 to Sennacherib, that I hope to lay down a
diagrammatic summary of key events and dates.

Unfortunately, there has been a tendency for biblical and non-biblicist historians to
dismiss each other's contribution to this subject, and in so doing, deny themselves the wider
picture - a level of detail not often found in ancient history.  The problem stems, not from
biblical inaccuracy, but from misunderstandings in the chronology of the Hebrew kings be-
tween the reigns of Uzziah and Hezekiah.

Below is a map of Assyria in 750 BC, and at the extent of its empire in 671 BC when
Lower Egypt was added to its dominion during the reign of Esarhaddon. The picture
highlights an extraordinary situation, where one small country remained independent
until it became an autonomous vassal sometime in Esarhaddon’s reign.  The Bible's record
is about this country.  The charts on the following pages lay side by side the south-
eastern Mediterranean kingdoms, and the biblical accounts of how Assyria expanded
into them during the 8th century, with the notable exception of Judah.  Key events are
shown with arrows, and enumerated.

See timeline
page 44

Appendix 3
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1.  747 - 745 BC.  On the 13th Ayaru,  745 BC, Tiglath-Pileser 3 came to power.  Shortly
before this time, he had menaced Israel, (Samaria) but was ‘bought off’ by Menahem with a
large sum of money, and withdrew.  The use of ‘Pul’, instead of his official throne-name,
indicates that Tiglath was still in his pre-coronation position as governor of Nimrud when the
encounter took place.  This explanation is in keeping with the situation in Assyria where the
then Emperor was weak, and regional rulers were acting autonomously.

2.  735 - 732 BC.  Rezin, king of Aram, and Pekah, king of Israel, formed a league in
order to attack Judah.  After taking Elath, they besieged Jerusalem but could not overpower it.
King Ahaz of Judah sought help from Assyria, who complied by capturing Damascus and
executing Rezin in 732 BC.

3.  732 - 728 BC.  Tiglath-Pileser’s campaign continued until Aram was destroyed, and
then he moved south into Israel.  The northern territory of Dan was taken, and Galilee,
together with all the land of Naphtali.  The three trans-Jordan tribes, known as ‘Gilead’, were
annexed, and formed into the Assyrian province of ‘Galazu.’  Pekah was assassinated by
Hoshea, who became king of a substantially diminished Israel, under vassalage to Assyria.

4.  722 - 720 BC.  Hoshea proved treacherous toward his new overlords, so Shalmaneser
invaded in 722 BC, laying siege to Samaria for three years.  However, Shalmaneser 5 died

11 May 745 BC

2 Kings 15:19-21

2 Kings 16:5-9

Eliat

2 Kings 15:29-30
1 Chron. 5:26
Rueben, Gad and
East Manasseh.

2 Kings 17:3-5
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early in the Samaritan campaign (probably by assassination), and Sargon 2 usurped the Assyrian
throne on the 12th Tebet 721 BC.  The siege continued, and Samaria fell in 720 BC, making it
Sargon’s trophy, as claimed in his annals.  This scenario requires an adjustment by historians
who mistakenly date the fall of Samaria to the reign of the former emperor.

5.  713 - 712 BC.  Generally speaking, the Philistine cities of Gaza, Ashkelon, Ashdod,
and Ekron cooperated with the Assyrian Empire, paying tribute and enjoying relative inde-
pendence.  However, Aziru king of Ashdod began to withhold his tribute, so they installed his
brother as king instead.  The people rejected Assyria’s choice, and made Yamani their leader
instead, who went on to raise a serious insurrection.  Sargon responded in 712 BC by sending
a large army, suppressing Ashdod, and Yamani fled to Egypt.

6.  712 - 711 BC.  The invasion of Judah by Sennacherib, and his defeat, is usually
placed in 701 BC because it is assumed that his campaign was counted from the start of his full
reign. However, Hebrew and Assyrian records fit much better when they count from a co-
regency date as shown below.  For example, this event was contemporary with Merodach
Baladan of Babylon.  Apparently Sennacherib divided his vast army, sending half to Jerusa-
lem, and the other army to Egypt.  On returning from Egypt, he found 185,000 troops,
together with captains and generals, destroyed by a plague.  The Chaldean historian, Berosus,
says he fled back to Nineveh for fear that the rest of his forces might likewise perish.

18 Jan 721 BC
Annals of Sargon

‘See Reign of
Kings’

Isaiah 20:1

2 Kings 20:12

2 Kings 18:17
2 K. 19:35-36

Antiquites of the
Jews,  Josephus
Book X, ch. 1:5
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CONCERNING ASTRONOMICAL DATES.

Ancient biblical dates have been difficult to determine in times past, but advances in
archaeology, astronomy and chronology have now enabled reliable biblical dating.  Surprising
as it may seem, the actual day is easier to pinpoint than the year.  This is because many key
events in the Bible are recorded relative to the lunar cycle, and we know the lunar phases for
any given year.

For example, Nehemiah’s revival on the 1st of Tishri 444 BC converts to 26th Sept on the
Julian calendar, whereas those who say, 445 BC, convert it to 6th September 445 BC.  The
issue is getting the year right, and when that is done the day takes care of itself, because lunar
phases can be tracked to the minute over hundreds of years.

I use Peter Meyer’s Hermetic Systems Lunar Calendars and Eclipse Finder for convert-
ing dates between the Lunar and Julian calendar systems.

Counting between ancient dates is also an issue and can be difficult on ordinary calen-
dars.  To overcome this problem, astronomers have developed an astronomical dating system
made up of numbers, each of which stands for a given date.  Opposite is a chart of key dates
showing the Hebrew, Julian, and Astronomical dates in separate columns.  If the number of
days in between any are needed, the way to do it is by subtracting the astronomical dates from
each other.  For example, Jesus’ crucifixion on 7th April, AD 30 has an astronomical value of
1,732,112.  If we add 50 days we reach the day of Pentecost on 27th  May. (1,732,162) If we
subtract the interesting ‘formula’ number of 1335 days, we go back 31/2 years to the feast of
trumpets, 1st Tishri, AD 26. (1,730,827)

An objection is sometimes raised that small date errors might have accumulated over
time due to imperfect human eyesight when it comes to sighting new moon.  They do not.  If
a visibility error occurred one month, it self-rectified the following month.  While it is true
that the ancients based the first day of their month upon sighting of the new moon, they knew
what to do if it was missed.  The new month would have twenty-nine days instead of thirty.
Besides that, the total number of days in a heptad of years was known by Hebrew astronomers
as explained in chapter three.  Therefore, any errors would have been picked up.

The dates shown here also appear on the timeline inside, and I offer them as a true and
reliable record of the Bible as history.

Appendix 4

Nehemiah 8:1-2

See ‘Ancient
Calendar’
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ASTRONOMICAL CHART of KEY DATES
In the ninth year, in the tenth month, on the tenth day of
the month, the word of the LORD came to me:  “Son of
man, write down the name of this day, this very day.

(Ezekiel 24:1-2)

REFERENCE

Numbers 33:3

2 Chron 3:2

1 Kings 12:16-20

Ezekiel 24:1-2

Jeremiah 52:12

Ezra 1:1

Hag 1:15, Ez 5-6

Haggai 2:18-19

Ezra 6:15

Ezra 7:9

Nehemiah 8:1-2

Antiquites bk.17

Luke 3:1-3

Matthew 3:13

John 1:29-30

Mark 15:34

Acts 2:1

Daniel 9:24

HEBREW
DATE (AM)

15 Abib 2317

2 Ziv 2797

Tishri-Abib 2832

10 Tebeth 3173

10 Av 3174

Nisan-Tishri 3223

Elul - Kislev 3242

24 Kislev 3242

3 Adar 3245

1 Nisan 3304

1 Tishri 3318

Nisan 3757

1 Tishri 3787

Tishri-Kislev 3787

1 Nisan 3787

15 Nisan 3790

6 Sivan 3790

29 Adar 3794

JULIAN
DATE (BC)

3 April 1444

22 April 964

Sep 930-Mar 929

17 Dec 589

29 July 587

Mar - Sept 538

Sept - Dec 520

18 Dec 520

18 Feb 516

26 Mar 457

26 Sept 444

April BC 4

30 Sept AD 26

Sept - Dec AD26

27 Mar AD 27

7 April AD 30

27 May AD 30

8 Mar AD 34

ASTRONOMICAL
 DATE

1,194,095

1,369,434

1,506,642

1,507,231

1,531,844

1,533,003

1,554,589

1,559,521

1,730,827

1,731,005

1,732,112

1,732,162

1,733,543

EVENT

The exodus

Temple build start

Division kingdom

Siege Jrslm begins

Temple burned

Cyrus decree

Darius decree

Jeremiahs 70 yrs

Temple rebuilt

Artaxerxes decree

Nehemiah revival

Herods death

30th Jubilee

Jesus baptism

70th week begins

Christs death

Day of Pentecost

Weeks end
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Appendix 5

Ezra 7:8, Neh 1:1

Exodus 12:2

See ‘Times keep
Pace’

Sept 458/457

Neh. 1:1, 2:1

Sept 445/444

Sept 465/464

See ‘Year of
Jubilee’

DATE of ARTAXERXES DECREES.

The reign of Artaxerxes 1 is particularly important because it provides key references to
Messianic prophecy. A decree is recorded as happening in his seventh year and another com-
mand in his twentieth.  Therefore, since it is known that Artaxerxes’ reign began late 465 BC,
some commentators have been satisfied to quote 458 BC and 445 BC as the years in question.
However, just as many sources quote 457 BC and 444 BC.  Why the difference?

It is because the first set of commentators are counting from a Nisan New Year, and the
second group are counting using a Tishri to Tishri system.  The difference is illustrated on the
top bar of the adjacent diagram. Notice how Artaxerxes’ 7th year is offset from one calendar to
the other, and that the diagram favours the latter view.

The Persian New Year began in Nisan (Mar/April). Therefore, when Xerxes was assas-
sinated later in 465 BC, and the murderer Artabanus became regent for several months, his
son's accession would have been late that year to Nisan 464 BC. That is by Persian reckoning.
His first full year would have been to Nisan 463 BC, and his 7th year in our January year (most
of) 458 BC.

No, the original Hebrew calendar did not have a ‘Rosh Hashanah’ New Year as our
modern Jewish one does. Neither was there a distinction between ‘civil’ and ‘ecclesiastical’
calendars as so often claimed when discussing this subject. There was only one biblical calendar
and it started in Nisan - the same as the Persian one did. However, when it came to a king’s
reign, the kingdom of Judah used to offset its regnal years to Tishri in a manner similar to how
we designate a ‘fiscal year.’

Advocates for the 457 BC date apply this method to Artaxerxes, reckoning his acces-
sion from when his fathers usurper was executed until Tishri, 464 BC. His first full year would
have been deemed by Jewish writers to have started then, through to Tishri 463 BC. Hence
Artaxerxes’ 7th year, they say, would have been Tishri 458 to Tishri 457 BC.

The argument becomes stronger with more evidence from Nehemiah’s account of
Artaxerxes’ 20th year. He says, “In the month of Kislev, in the twentieth year,” then proceeds to
mention the same ‘twentieth’ in the following Nisan. If the Persian calendar was being quoted,
it would have switched to the 21st year but it didn’t.  So, Artaxerxes’ reign was indeed being
measured from Tishri to Tishri, the ‘Nisan’ mentioned in this case referring to 444 BC.

Applying Judah’s regnal system is reasonable, but there has been an unnoticed matter
that may provide an even better explanation.  According to the continuous count of 'sevens'
enumerated in this book, Artaxerxes accession coincided with a Jubilee year!  Once every
forty-nine years the Hebrews inserted a fiftieth year and these rare Jubilees were another
exception to the usual Nisan calendar. It started in Tishri and was announced on the Day of
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Atonement. Therefore, the Bible seems to have measured Artaxerxes reign from Tishri to
Tishri in keeping with the rare New Year in force when he took office.

So, we are left with three possibilities concerning the decree dates:
1.  Artaxerxes reign was being measured on the usual Nisan to Nisan calendar, and

‘Nehemiah's 20th’ was a scribal error. The dates in question, therefore, were 458 BC and 445 BC.
2.  Jewish records of foreign monarchs followed Judah’s former Tishri to Tishri method

of recording king’s reigns. The dates in question, therefore, were 457 BC and 444 BC.
3.  Artaxerxes reign began on a Jubilee, hence a Tishri to Tishri system uniquely applied

to his reign. The dates in question, therefore, were 457 BC and 444 BC.  It is my opinion that
the third one here is the correct option, and, having determined the year, the day can now be
calculated.  Artaxerxes’ decree was the first day of Nisan, and new moon of that year converts
to our Julian date, 26th March 457 BC.

One more thing needs mention in regards with this conclusion. Later in the Persian
period, the Jewish calendar shifted their New Year permanently. It should have reverted to
Nisan after Artaxerxes’ son, Darius 11 took the throne, but possibly remained where it was.
If so, it may provide a clue to another longstanding question, “When did Rosh Hashanah
begin?”

Ezra 7:7-26

See ‘The Silence’
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Related Papers by Christian Gedge

Supplementary papers and charts are available for download on these websites:

https://5loaves2fishes.net/research-articles
https://independent.academia.edu/ChristianGedge

  GENEALOGY of JACOB to MOSES
Bible genealogy may not produce a lot of excitement, but it impacts Bible chronology which, in turn
impacts on our understanding of history, and that certainly fits the ‘vital’ category. I have produced
this paper because I feel the genealogy of Jacob has more to offer Old Testament research.

  CHRONOLOGY of the KINGDOM
A free downloadable manual of charts for Bible teachers who want a highly accurate succession of
time-frames covering Israel’s historical time periods. The timelines show each year, partial years,
co-regencies, (in the case of kings), foreign emperors, Sabbath years, and major events, together with
references and explanation.

  RECONSTRUCTION of ANCIENT HEBREW CALENDAR
The Hebrew calendar pre-dated Meton by a thousand years.  I have placed my reconstruction of this
ancient luni-solar cycle on the Internet to avoid overly complicating this book, but where the critical
reader can examine the astronomical details more closely if they wish to.

  THE MOON and NEW TESTAMENT DATES
It has occurred to some that the moon could provide powerful collaborating date evidence, but
misunderstandings have hindered its use. This paper tracks the lunar phases of the ‘Last Passover’
of Christ, and then identifies the only day that Jesus’ crucifixion could have happened.

  TEMPLE CLEANSING ‘CONTRADICTION’
In each of the synoptic gospels, the cleansing of the Temple comes at the end,
only days before Jesus' arrest. However, St. John's book doesn't say that.  He
describes a temple incident at the beginning of Jesus' ministry, shortly after
attending the wedding at Cana.  Is there a contradiction?


